he as 4 ~ 
er ee, oe tyre are 


ee a ee 


if Meckly Record of [’ro$ress 1n Plumbing Heating Ventilation and all fatters Ritsininh fo eende Saniaton | 

















Whole No. 1254. CHICAGO, DECEMBER 23, 1916 Vol va, No. 72 
PUBLISHED cn SATURDAY OF EACH WEEK BY THE The wealth of the nation at the close of 1916 far 
R | 
mene gag COMPANY exceeds that of any year in the history of the repub 
/ pout earborn Street, Chicago. lic. Collectively speaking, the country is bloated, as 
Address all Correspondence to Chicago Office . : :; 
it were, with the flood-tide of gold flowing from 


Long Distance Telephone: Harrison 2400. 
Eastern Office, 200 Fifth Ave., New York City. Tel. Gramercy 4419. -urope into the coffers of American munition mak 


F. S. Kenvievp, Pres. F. P. Keeney, Treas. and Gen. Mer. — 
E. De Forest Winstow, Vice-Pres. O. T. Carson, Secretary. ers, and calm and conservative men are asking the 
- questions: “When will the re-action come? Will 


EDITORIAL STAFF. — = 
F. P. Keeney, Editor. it come when peace 1s finally declared ? 





R. Hertov, W. H. Burgvest, C. L. Davis, Associate Editors. | ; ; 
seit American business men, the great and the small, 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES. hi; } j ; j . sail f '" bl ; 
i 2 SN. .vinceewetaesewsseneseeebeaeees Western Representative ave been duly advised of the possible industrial 
E. De Forest Winslow ie chal die Siete ake ate ema Eastern Representative reverses which may be precipitated when the 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. war ends, and they have been urged to prepare for 

United States, Cuba and Mexico, $2.00 per year. o.* ; 
= * the crisis, should it arrive, so that the American mar 


Canada, $3.00 per year. Foreign, $4.00 per year. 
Current Copies, 10c each. Back numbers, 25e each. 
Chicago, Il “dumping ground” for goods made in Europe at a 


cost much lower than they can be made here. 


ket be protected and saved from becoming the 


Entered as "Second. Class Matter at the Postoffice at 


Mesnber of Audit Bureau of Circulations. 
The warring countries of Europe, according to 


st fp the Federal Reserve Board, have paid the United 
ap the ew Dear Be States more than $7,000,000.000 since the war 
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a Productive and — ——— 
e disbursement of this enormous sum indicates 


the source of the prosperity which is felt from 


Constructive One nae onl al the ae to the other. Payments of 


this kind will cease almost entirely when the war 





BUSINESS PREPAREDNESS IN 1917. ends. 
Far-sighted American manufacturers and business 
ELLIGERENT Europe, with many of her great men are already preparing for the time when the 


golden torrent will be cut off, and they will be com 
pelled to fall back to normal conditions. 
Preparedness for peace as well as for war is of 
vital importance during 1917. When hostilities in 
Peace proposals have recently been made, but Furope have ceased and peace has finally been 
none can predict what the final attitude of the established, the belligerent nations, with their trained 
Peace may be ush- corps of workers, will eventually become the most 
powerful competitors which the American manufac- 
turer will have to face. It is therefore well to re- 


industries closed, crippled or destroyed, finds 

herself today as she did a year ago in the 
throes of the gigantic conflict which has raged vio- 
lently for the past two and one-half years. 


warring governments will be. 
ered in within thirty days, and again the armies in- 


volved may continue the struggle indefinitely. 
It is fortunate that the United States has been able member that upon the business preparedness of 
today depends the prosperity of tomorrow. 


Many of the men of the plumbing, heating and 
the present industrial ventilating trades find as the old year wanes, that 
the credit side of their ledgers is in a healthy con. 
May this continue to be the case during 


to desist from active participation in this frightful 
embroilment of the nations. 
Had it been otherwise, 
status of the country at large would no doubt have 
decreased to proportions which might have given dition. 
1917! 
395 


just cause for anxiety. 

















The Sanitarian and the World’s Work 


By Arthur Bateman 
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many are slow to vrasp the benetits we are bestowing on 
] | : , 

mankind, the majority ot our lara Msiness enterprises 

realize that ethcrent sanitation in then plants means dol 


lars in their pockets 





Some two years ago the unhygientc water supply, shown 
11) ere iz. had TO serve fof thre workmen mm 2 f hicavo 
factory, but now the up-to-the-minute bubbling fountain 


hip 1:3, has superseded the barre] bhey are equippre «| VA ith ip an I'ni whet Ot cits Be an _ 
two bubbles sf) acdiusted that 1? is ditticult. iT lial MNpoOs- 


sible. for the lipos to touch at vthing but thre stream oft , 


] | - 
ah ' , , pieted and the tenants tre ytaade tc) 
wate? lhe Talicet at the top ws tor the use of those WhO , — 
vhat they tern a moder pied 
, { ; 
provide their own individual vlasses lhe water In the 
. , 11 . ' , : 1 ; if ate t hig inate tive fey 4 len 9 
plant is now sterilized electrically and is cooled betore 
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reaching the bubbles 
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In addition to all these wondertul sanitarv improve 
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Fig. 11—The Cycle Sweeper Fig. 13—A Hygienic Drinking Water Sup) 


ironed to the strains ot “Walking the Dove” and similar carry off their house wastes so speedily. efficiently and 


‘rags.’ The tdea, which is now past the experimental inoftensively, attract them as a mavenet does steel] De 
stave, has brought about inconceivable results they not appreciate a continuou upply ot hot water, 
\nother concern, a candy tactory in Salt Lake ( ity, which insures a thorough cleansing of their household 
not only vyave the sanitarian absolute treedom to equip utensils. turnishings. etc., to a\ nothing of their bodt 
its plant with apphances which were the last word in Do they put no value on adequate natura ind artificial 
sanitation, but surrounded its six hundred girls with Hlumination, which preserves their eyes and allows greater 
climbing roses Turkish rugs, and a root garden, as recreation in their homes under ideal | menic condition 








WHAT ABOUT 1917? 


ymas F. Nolan, Albany, N. Y., President of the New 
York State Association of Master Plumbers. 
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‘The Business Man and the Federal Government 


By The Hon. Edward N. Hurlev. Vice 


(Chairman. Federal 


™SO-OPERATION and industrial preparedness 
are the most important matters before the 
business men of the country today. It is 
unfortunate that our business men and our govern 


ment have been losing 


lrade Commission 


business organizations are manitold. Groups of as 
sociated business men that are putting torth spee lal 
efforts to improve systems of cost accounting, better 


ing their processes of business, standardizing then 





valuable time during the 
past fifteen years in trying 
to settle our economic and 
business problems, not b 
co-operation, not by any 
scientific method, which 
will bring about results 
beneficial to the people as 
a whole, but by resorting 
to the courts. | know 
business has been. sick, 
and business’ has_ un- 
doubtedly been in a large 
measure to blame for its 
illness, but, instead of 
sending for a doctor who 
could prescribe a remedy 
that would give practical 
and permanent relief, the 
government sent for law 
yers and you know the re- 
sult. 

A wrong feeling has ex 


isted in this country as to The Ho 








goods, obtaining credit 

| ] 
| information and endeay 
| oring to advance the wel 
| tare of then employees, 
| are bound to he most im 


| portant factors in our 
country s development in 
the course of the next few 
year’s 

Oper ial commendation 
should be viven to associa 
tions that are endeavoring 
to build up mdustries in 
these constructive ways 
Successtul production and 
successtu!l merchandising 
require many steps in the 
process of changing the 
form otf a raw material, 
and putting the product 
on the market at a figure 
adequate to cove! the cost 
ot produ tion and the cost 
of selling and net some 


Hurl profit, without charging 








the proper relations be 

tween government and business. Even when | first 
went to Washington, | had the feeling that business 
men did not want to co-operate with the govern 
ment, but | learned very quickly that they are all 
eager to co-operate and willing to do everything in 
their power that the government desires. 

We are talking a great deal these days about 
mobilizing our industries. We have been flounder 
ing about for many years with no definite plan; in 
fact, the first step has hardly been taken toward solv 
ing our industrial problems and toward attaining the 
result, which we all know is absolutely necessary 
Co-operation requires the interest and good will of 
both sides. Business men are anxious to co-operate 
with our government. It is the duty of the govern 
ment to lend its active and constructive aid, and it is 
the earnest desire of the Federal [rade Commission 
to do everything in its power to help foster Amer! 
can industries. 


Trade Associations. 


[he activities of trade assoc iations and similar 


the consumer an excessive 


pric we 

| hese associations when conducted intelligently 
and rationally, with the thought of bringing about 
improved husiness conditions, will make 1 possible 
for our industries to compete in price and quality in 
the markets of the world. 

l here should be a greater devree Oo} organization 


‘ 


and of mutual helpfulness in all lines of trade and 


industry, so that American business may be welded 


into a commercial and industrial whole; the part o! 


the vovernment bye mv to oO operate with busine S8 
men On request, to bring about the results th if will 
benefit business and hence promote Ou! national 


welfare 
Views of President Wilson. 


President Wilson's VIEWS on trade associations 
may be of particular interest In a letter addressed 
to me, the President said in part: 

“Your sugyvestion that trade associations, asso: la 
ti0Nns of ret 1 and wholesale mere hants. COMMeETr* lal 


clubs, boards of trade manutlacturers ASSOCIATIONS, 





credit associations and other similar organizations 
should be encouraged in every feasible way by the 
yovernment seems to me a very wise one. To fur 
nish them with data and comprehensive information, 
in order that they may more easily accomplish the 
result that they are organized for, is a proper and 
useful governmental function [hese associations, 
when organized for the purpose of improving condi 
tions in their particular industry, such as unifying 
cost accounting and bookkeeping methods, stand 
ardizing products and processes of manufactures, 
should meet with the approval of every man In 
terested in the business progress of the country. It 
is my hope that, in addition to the other work which 
the Federal [rade Commission is doing, it will ascer 
tain the facts regarding conditions in our various 
industries. If it finds that an industry is not healthy, 
it should, after carefully considering the facts, in co 
operation with the parties concerned, suggest a prac- 
tical and helpful remedy. In this way many of our 
difhcult business problems might be solved. [| am 
very anxious to see you continue to co-operate with 
the business men of the country along the lines 
upon which you are working. 
“Cordially and sincerely yours, 
“Woodrow Wilson.” 
COMPETITION THE LIFE OF TRADE—CO-OPER. 
ATION NECESSARY FOR ITS LIVING. 


By L. McNamara, St. Louis, Mo., Vice-President of the 
National Association of Master Plumbers. 
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By Walt Mason 
,Op right, 1Y1o, by 


PAE ESE Y neighbor is a master 
Va | plumber, who is well 


and 


a reason, he plumbs 


there s 





fixed 


OY 
es 





in winter and in sum- 
mer, and never has an idle season. 
We often sit upon our porches, when 
we have done our daily grind, and 
smoke our rich alfalfa torches, and 
talk of things we have in mind. 


“All 


riches, _ he 


plumbers do not pile up 


said to me, the other 


night: too many wind up In the 


ditches, too badly wrecked to e'er get 
right. They follow methods much 
too cheesey, and sometimes foolish 
and unfair; they want to reach the 
street named easy, but take the roads 
that don't gO there. 

“One plumber largely deals in 
guesses, when making prices on a 
job; and later on he tears his tresses, 
and heaves a large and bitter sob. 
There isn't any business going, that 
needs more knowledge, strict and 
true; and guessing things, instead of 
knowing, will break one, when the 
bills come due. 

“One plumber thinks that sacrifices 
he makes today will pay next week; 
so he goes cutting down the prices, 
that further contracts he may seek. 


He thinks by this his trade he’s boost- 


“Domestic FEngineeriny . 
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SITTING IN THE GROTTO 


: 





DOMESTIC ENGINEERING 


ing, but all such efforts are in vain: 
his evil birds come home for roosting, 
and bring disasters in their train. If 
you should cheapen all your labor, 
results will soon leave you dismayed: 
you cannot undersell your neighbor 
unless you steal your stock in trade. 
A plumber does for you some plumb- 
ing, and charges less than others will: 
and there's a gloomy morning com- 
ing, to show him that such tricks will 
kill. He finds he'll have to raise his 
prices, or keep on plumbing just for 
fun; and right there, in a brace of 
trices, he loses all the trade he won. 
I'm sorry for such foolish critters, 
who wrongly play the business game; 
the sheriff hands them out their bit- 
ters, and they must groan and drink 
the same. 

“The men who stand for honest 
prices are bothered by the ‘guess’ 
galoot, whose suicidal, strange de- 
vices, brings the whole trade to dis- 
repute. 

“The plumber man must plan and 
ponder, and closely watch his p’s and 
q's, or hell be going over yonder, 
where paupers in the poorhouse 
snooze. 

‘He must be careful, safe and 
thrifty, for if he follows  slipshod 
plans, he'll have a place that’s far 
from nifty among the weeping also- 
rans. 

Preparedness is his business motto, 
and if he doesn't feel that way, he'll 
soon be sitting in the grotto where 
has-beens sigh, the livelong day.” 

Thus talks away the master plumb- 
er, of business hopes and business 
fears, when chiggers bite our legs in 
summer, and winter zephyrs freeze 


Our ears. 
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Ripping Out Furnace and Installing Modern 
Hot Water Heating System 1n a Country Home 


Detects of the Old Furnace System—-Design and 
Installation of the New Hot Water Pressure Svstem 


‘ ‘ ‘ ; er ty i t were ‘ 
? , 
| , } P i ry? tT} if Were ‘ t¢ 
+ ' ] ‘ , ? ‘ ’ rT 7? ] t 
‘ i ‘} if Were SThled «fl ( ) 14 i i¢ 
] 1] } } ‘ j P | 
i ! t ili ¢ ¢ ( 4 i y107 iT¢ (lere ‘ a (| 
| | ’ , 
‘ P ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 4 tr, f ‘ t- ti) f 4 imave VaS vreat ¢ il t 
| 1 1 | oe 
cut ! \ [ ( e noticeabir t t to late lhe turnace LIK 
‘ : had 1. “— ‘ 
\ ‘ ( id earne i f ( itation itlé Vas no wort 
7 , 
‘ ; y il? ? j | T f ‘ ! had ( nly } il} cone its 








4 




















ge T-8 
~~ EGenrerotor 5 
_ 


<—f yponsie 7? Ppe 
































ut regrets of any kind if Was relegated t 


tive rnace ‘ ld heat thre Ca ible degree cut SO Wit ul Q 
mtort, pr ding the | low very hard thre nk pile, and passed through the melting pot, unmourned 
t why the out-door temperatur fell clow 0 degre and alone 
my friends wrapped themselves in extra woolens and did That is all we will say against the defunct furnace. If w 
t catch pneumonia The refrigerator-lke quality of that could find anvthine good to sav in its favor we would he 
furnace was not the only blemis! nm outs tair name It had expected to sav so now and would willingly do it But noth 
another tailing lar worse, trom a hyvwirenn viewpornt, than ing vood can he said ot if. if we iudge if hy the modern 
its lack of heating power This other tault was less percep standards of heating and ventilation, except perhaps that 1t 
tible but more deadly. It was poison was cheap, and being cheap, but little could be expected from 
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walls at one time, in its ancient history, for holes were eaten Now, we will discuss the hot water heating svstem that 
clear through The poisonous gases in the combustion was designed to take its place, but the installation is not com- 
chamber and fire pot therefore had free access to the fresh pleted vet It is practically all shown in Fig. 1 which 1s a 
air heating compartment of the furnace plan view of the basement. The boiler is of the round cast- 
And these poisonous gases flowed through the holes. iron type, having a rated capacity equal to about twice th 
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By WILLIAM ROBERT MIARSHALL 
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the street shrieked in glee; then the ponies with 

1 1 1 : ' 
calling torth trom the mothers. with little gi 


And then the camels and 4 | large herd ot ( 


How huge, unwieldy and vast they loomed; 
ful and efficacious they appeared. Yet, either 


head or walking beside each of 


were the mahouts, insignificant in comparison, 


little ankus (the iron hook). the master and di 


action. 


every 
The salesman. we will name him 
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is not Bob Conklin, prodded his compan 
excitedly exclaimed, “Take particular n 


those men handle 


from Bob to 
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perplexity. 
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Some Reminiscences of a Salesman Who Sold 


American Sanitary Ware in Foreign Countries 


By JOHN J. LAFERMII 
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on wood instead of cold 


so that he 11g sit 
When the physician had delivered himself ot 
| breathed a sigh of relief, for 


the 


yorcelain 
his solemn statement. 
i that something far 
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more serious than 


I 
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id expected 
casing on the rim of the tub had transpired 
An Hotel Manager’s Kind Offer. 


Ekuropean countries, be 


sanitarv 


as it may 
no hot water dis- 
The American traveling in he 
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salesman or tourist, is certain to happen upon many pe- 
culiar customs, some of which are both humorous and vex- 
ing. 

[ remember that while touring on the continent, I ar- 
rived in a small town, where the leading hostelry proudly 


announced in the oftice that “baths were to be found on 


each tloor These baths I discovered were very old-fash 
: 1 . " 1 , 7. +31 rv v7 hy ly . ut ' , , - \ " . } s* 
honed, Copper ined tubs, mucn thre Worse ror Wear, pul 


to my intense’ horror and astonishment, I learned that 
owing to the scarcity of water, I would be obliged to 1m- 
nerse myself in the water that had already been used to 
excellent advantage by another guest | absolutely « 
clined the invitation and (without thanks). notwithstand 
ing the hotel manager’s kind offer to have the water in 
the tub skimmed for me 
The Jap Farmer and Free Baths. 

Soliciting trade in Asiatic countries, most of which are 
unaccustomed to progressive American methods, some of 
them even unacquainted with the use of sanitary plumbing, 
naturally leads to peculiar situations and sometimes amus 


ine information. 


: ; a a 

\n incident of this kind, illustrating the thrifty and in- 
veg, .¢ ‘7 | 4 ea ae | , > - 1 | : 1 - > . 
genious Ways otf the apanese, 18 reiated Of a tarmer 1n 

: - 1 
the land ot the Rising Sun, who was fast losing his pros- 
pects otf a good crop owing to the great drought trom 
which his country was suffering. Water was only to 
obtained trom the wells, but this meant more expense that 
our triend could afford Having turned the matter ovet 
s | e ] 
and over in his mind, he at last decided to utilize his cout 
’ 7 

trvmen’s love of cleanliness to his own advantace 

Knowing this he proceeded tO capita ice his knowled ¢ 
rr _ ‘ oe ; ' . . ] . ' | 
The tarmer in question advertised that he would furnish 
“ " , - 4 ’ , 
free baths with tresh water for each bather at his house 
te : ¥ 1 } ] | ) 
Phis liberal otter brought many bathers Who. owever. 
found that they had to pump their own water, to whi 
the lid not obrect. oT atte iT] thre } it] Vas 7] r 1 he 
Kur ¢ , ‘ ? ’ 1) 7 ‘7 ] , 1 ; ¢ " ie ¢ } 

t ( Wall Was ll ( ISi\ irrance ) 1 Ouci 
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Crops cy\W Ti 1s aa iffns niis 1s ‘ rs Ag hh 
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suffered from the effects of the drought 
‘ . . 

\nother tarmer wv » had noticed this ind thin! that 
the oads looked do V1) vith TaVO?}T upon his Tle’ 7 hy 7 () 11e 
to his supposed charity, also installed free baths, not 


knowing, however, anything about the waste water irri- 
gation plan, and thus omitted to install this arrangement, 
with consequence that his free baths did not benefit his 
crops, whereupon he accused his neighbor of connivance 
with the Evil One, for had he not also been charitable? 


Letter from African Savage. 


Then again, the correspondence with far away countries 
often leads to the receipt of ludicrous epistles. Strange 
demands are also often made, for instance. that of free 
samples and catalogues galore. 

One party from the Gold Coast, in Africa, whose letter 
was hardly intelligible, asked a manufacturer for “all sorts 
of samples and catalogues he had got on hand.” He was 
evidently hardly used to writing letters and even had no 
] 


residence, for he signed his letter, “Yours trooly, Quacoe 


Andoh, 206 Telegraphis Pole, Secondee.” Just fancy a 
native of the Gold Coast waiting for every mail at the foot 
of a telegraph pole for his catalogue and samples! He 
may be still waiting. 

Spanish Clubmen and “Squatting” Closets. 

While in Europe I received the plans and specifications 
for the re-building of the best club in Madrid, frequented 
only by the aristocracy and nobility of Spain. 

The baths and lavatories which were specified, were to 
be A-1 solid porcelain, the highest grade made, free from 
all imperfections, regardless of price. The accessories 
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Opportunities for Foreign Trade. 


COMMENTS AND RECOLLECTIONS. 


By David Whiteford, Chicago. 











The Boss’ Christmas Present 


By GUIDO AM. JANES 
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From Our Alabama Correspondent:—Jhe cl year 
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In the city of Birmingham, business venerally 1s « 
ceedinely healthy, and the situation trom the buildia 
standpoint is eminently satistactory Lhe Lirie holds 
eood as far as Mobile and ather leading cities of the stat 
are concerned, Judging from these aspects, it 1s predicted 
by the well-informed that activity in building construction 
is sure to continue during the coming year. Construction 
work. during the vear. has been conduc 


ously with prices tor material rather 


also that a certain percentaye of work 
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Special Correspondence from Arizona:—liusiness condi 


state during the 


the indications 


progress. The 


ie state have experienced an ex 


crops, which were 


i( 


under canal irrigation. In 
‘son and Jerome, 
the building activity has been unusually brisk. Plumbing 
and heating contractors have tound themselves very busy, 
and one of their difficulties has been their inability to se 
cure an adequate number of competent journeymen plumb 


ers and fitters, so that work might be completed on con 
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Colorado | 


M. J. O'Fallon, President of the M. J. O’Fallon Supply 
Co., Jobbers of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, Denver, 
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Special Report from Colorado:— [he barometer of busi 


ness shows a decided mprovement over last Veatr 5, in 
practically all lines of industry. and business men threugh- 
Out thre faite iT pred ting’ a productive and constructive 
season im 1017 fhe manutacturing industries ot the state 
have Hee steadily ImmcreasiIny during the past te Ww veaf®&rs, 
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state, there being 


today over 2,000,000 
The chiet Crops which are 


Cattle 


Irrigation 


altalta and potatoes, et 


raising and sheep husbandry are also being carried on to 
kb very larve extent 


Building operation during the year in 


Pueblo are reported to have been much better in votume 
than was expected at the beginning of the year. Con- 


tractors generally are of the opinion that the new year 


will usher in a season of protttable activity for the bur 
ing trades in all the principal cities of the state 
are tairly a 


The consensus of opinion among them 1s that 


Plumbing and heatine contractors 


the new vear will be quite as productive as the old 
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From Our Connecticut Correspondent:—Never befor 


in the history of the “Nutmev State has a vreater reig1 
of industry held swav. The unition business. part arly 
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those who are able and willing to work 
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heating contractors have practically been deluged with 


work. and to such an extent has this been the case tha 
much Or if had to he either declined OT delaved. Owe 
to the scarcitvy Or con petent labor. 
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The avricultural p 


dant in 1916, particularly in the raising of tobacco, hay 
potatoes and corn. 

\ spirit of optimism prevails among all classes ot bust 
ness men in Connecticut, and the general viewpoint. re 


garding the outlook tor 191 1s one ot cheertul contide ce 
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Special Report from Delaware: 
gratifying activity in 














Delaware has exper 


ienced a year of building and in 


Manufacturing interests have been exceedingly 


trial lines. 


preoccupied, particularly during the last four months, 


much of this activity having been stimulated by war orders 
from abroad, although of course a great deal of it 1s to be 
attributed to domestic demands. In the city of Wailmine 
ton, building operations have been carried on to a very 
much greater extent than was the case a year avo. The 
city 1s growing fast in population, due to the increasing 
status of industry in and about this progressive munict 
pality. The plumbing and heating interests in all parts ot 
the state have been particularly busy, having done mucl 


work in connection with the erection of industrial plants 


or additions to them, as well as much work of a private 
nature in which prosperous citizens were concerned 
\rchitects in the larger towns of the state appear to be 


concerning the advent of the new year, and 


inclined to talk a Iittle 


optimistic 


while some tew are pessimistt 


in regard to 1917, owing to the continuance hostilities 


abroad. the general view ot the architects 1s that build 
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surely be as good if not better than 


of Columbia 


Jobbers of Plumbing and Heat- 
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Ing operations will 


they were during 1916. 
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ing Supplies, Washington, D. C.: 
time a great number of plans and specitications out and 
being figured. We 


obtain prices, these are so much in excess of what they 








present 


inderstand, however. when the owners 


anticipated that the plans and specifications are with 


drawn. We believe there will be a fair amount of build- 


ng done in the City of Washington, but this will be con- 
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fined to large apartment houses, hotels and government 


buildings, etc. On what we term “operation work,” that 


is, small houses of four to eight rooms, which are built for 
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state byspatedyy («7 1 rT) | i! Co 
1! nlannet! \t Jacksor at mot ' deat 
rojyect plat have rect t | bree | | t ‘ 
bri] i. vill cost ove io 000 
florida have beet (jyiiite if act lt rit 
uMimier at is thouvht that tl rut 

in ¢ i tavorable shown fhe outl | re the cao , 
yea 1s conceded te) bye et (90) té t j tilly er 
pected that a season ot very livel activity in busine 
in_d building operations will take place 

ed a ra 

Geo ecorfia 
| 
s 

Special Report from Georgia:—Industrial condition 
have been unusually good throughout the state durin 
1916, and the prospects are that this activity Hl co 
tinue durine the coming year fhe meat packing indus 
try has shown a wondertul devree of vrowth in 1U16 
(seorgeia has invested more money in beet eattle to be 
sed tor breeding purposes than any other tate in thre 
Lonion \ packing house costing $200,000) ha recentl 


ipleted at Statesboro, (;a., and 1s ready tor busi 


ness Titton, Ga., has subseribed $150,000 for a plant 
4 | ‘ 
\f \lacon. (sa... plans At ¢ Hemy made lor a PaCKINy ¢ 


tablishment which will cost $1,000,000, while movement 


are being inaugurated for the establishment of hue 


packing plants at Columbus and Augusta \S a result 
of these large enterprises which are practically assured 
the building situation will become extremely active d 
my the next six months The bu 1h) terest are pre 
dictingy a particularly prosperous year for Georgia 


nn es a o_o o_o, 


Idaho 


TJ EE oe oo a —_ sh rr oo 


From Our Idaho Correspondent:—Jhe building trade 
in othe principal cities and towns of thie state have en 
joyved a year of unprecedented activity [Thousands of 


homes have been constructed in the agricultural section 


and much money has gone into the erection of public 


buildings in the various cities. The plumbing and heat 
ing crafts have put in a busy year, and are looking for 
ward to the new year with genuine optimism. The farm 
harvested large and profitable 


numerous small banks of the state are overflowing with 
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Charles F. Taffe, Chicago, President, Chicago Maste: 
Plumbers’ Association:— || ness for 1916 


[llinois 


— J. KO SS ae ee eo oe 
B. Berryman, First Vice-President of Crane Co., 








, errvicec Tere “a oe ’ 
. \ if { e’*Ty ¢ ] 


Thomas J. Claffy, Assistant 





Chief, Bureau of Sanitation, 
Chicago:— |: 





C. V. Kellogg, President of 
the Kellogg-Mackay Co., Chi- 


cago:—It 1s my op on that 








following 





12 Months—1915 
(complain »2 6 (omplaints 
Plumbing inspections 33, Plumbing inspections 
Pot inspections 497 ‘Total inspections 
| reinspec 2.236 Total reinspections 
campaign for a cleaner city the bureau has cau: 
emoved trom the alleys all m: ‘e boxes, 
inance which took effect January 1, 1916. 
\nother good piece of work which the bureau 
with enforcing was an ordinance which requi 
ilities for workmen employed on buildings in 
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course of construction, and on public works. There is no 
question about the necessity for! such legislation, and it 1s 
obvious that the providing of such toilet facilities, even 
though of a temporary character, will do much for the 
conservation of the health of such emploves Especial 
is this true with respect to structural iron workers em- 
ployed on the modern type of high buildings 

\nother distinct advance in. the held ot sanitary en 
gineering, as affecting plumbing and drainage, is the action 


taken by the American Public Health Association in the 


naming of a committee to considet Tlie re] tion of Sanitary 
; rary " es 1 ] , ey leaty } ‘* , } ] i. ie rss ne } 
engemeering aS appited to piumoime and drainage and pu 
, i - 
lic health work The report of this committee will 
| . 4% ‘ ‘ | | | — ‘ ! 
awaited with Keen anticipation Vy those wi » ATE ITEC estcqd 


in these seve ral helds Or science 


Indiana 


H. F. Weaver, Secretary and Manager of Peerless Sell- 
ing Co., Evansville, Ind.:—-As near as we can judge, our 

















busimess will De nearly 90) pe! cent over that of ast 
vear. The prospects for 1917, or a large portion of the 
VCa!l vill certalil ly ye (|. CCa ~ » 7 i?iy (yt lere i 

alre idy 11) hand } \ ( . 3 1 1) cult itTe 1 tr at 
more than guess what will happe ecause pri and 
conditi 1S have changed =") rapidly this past yeat i fl- 
COUTAVI! reports are coming i1n Irom nearly cvceEr = 
tion of the cout ry il this to us, 1s the Ost encourage 
Im’ pmnas¢e cy? nex? year s at SIneCSsS It 1S! sSCeyT - like 
everybody is happy and driving ahead We belheve 


the profits to most every manutacturer have been chopped 
into, on account of having large business on their books, 
and unexpected advances tor material and labor which 
have crept in, but it seems to us as 1f raw materials are 
about as high as they Can possibly PO 

L. C. Huesmann, President and General Manager of the 
Central Supply Co., Indianapolis, Ind.:—TJhe volume ot 
business for the current year is very much larger than 
the volume ot, business in 1915. The greater portion of 
the increased volume, however, is due to the very great- 
ly increased prices on all material that the jobbers han- 
dle. [ believe a fair aveTave for the increased prices tor 
the whole year would be from 25 to 30 per cent over the 
selling prices for the same material last year, and that 


estimate to place the increased volume 


’ 
_ 


it would be a sa 
tor the current year over last at 40 per cent. This would 
leave a net mcrease. noi taking into consideration the 


amount of increased volume that has been provided by 


ae 


the inc reased cost o material, from 10 to 12! J per cent, 
and according to the growth of the country this rate of 
increase is about normal 

The prevalent belief, as to how long the war will last, 
has developed into a procession of predictions. The 
prediction of today will be superseded by the prediction 
of tomorrow, just as today’s prediction superseded yes- 
terday’s, and [I believe one man’s prediction is about as 
good as another’s, and for that reason I am strongly of 


the opinion that none of us know how long the war will 


—" 


last, and inasmuch as our prosperity is based largely upon 
the fact that the leading European nations are engaged 
in this titantic struggle, when the signs of war coming 
to an end make themselves manifest, there cannot help 
but be a very material slackening of business and a 
lowering of prices and a general liquidation of labor, and 
then our period of stress will come. 

In the meantime, while we are having this wonderful 
prosperity it would be well for all of us to remember 
at Christmas time the needs of the widows and orphans 
in all the countries that are engaged in this horrible 
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M. C. Honeywell, President and General Manager of 
the Honeywell Heating Specialties Co., Wabash, Ind.:— 
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A. Y. McDonald, President of the A. Y. McDonald 
Manufacturing Co., Dubuque, lowa: — | 1 
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L. C. Kurtz, Secretary and Manager of L. H. Kurtz 
Co., Jobbers of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, Des 
Moines, Iowa:—()ur busine: thi vear wttl show an un 


t - 
CTEA SS (7 ippreo Wyate \ ) Tey (¢ | ow? 15 
" ‘ ‘ , 
Ir) Yovembet rnd December (>T la ? era? Ve had 
| 1 ] | } sr 1 
hooked tort shipment during Trie¢ manny gy? | ‘ ' i ind 


, , P 
Marctl (>] this Vea,, merchandise © thre extent >] at 


least 90 per cent more that e have booked tor ship 
ment in 191% bhis, of course is due to ti ted 
advance in price, and a great many ot our cust eT at 


that time did not hesitate about buving tor the reason 


there was a great deal Oy} building in sight 

, , , , 

his year, the reports W ¢ recelvé Prom Out saicsmen 
and our customers arf&re to the effect that there iré ery 


few buildings in prospect. This same condition prevails 


17) the larce towns and CItLIES 


y | | ;- ‘ ] ‘ 
We do not beheve the year 1917 will equal in volume 
7 - 7 ' , 
Out HMHwsiness of 1915. Lhe [oT eS Oo} rial eee I iteriais 
] . ' A? lo —_ f 
in all lines are almost prohibitive We know of two 


—~s 


large owners in this city who planned on building this 
' | 7 | 
year, and who received bids last month, but decided to 


crrive it) operations until HDrices were somewhat lower 


, 1 ’ 1 ’ | 
hey advise 1T) hoth instances tnaft Tne amount Or money 


involved in the transaction represented at least $100,000 

in each Case, more than the improvement would have 
e ‘ . . - - e | 7 ‘ 

cost in the beginning of 1915 While they will be out 


some rentals, the interest on this investment will con- 
tinue SO long as the buildings stand. 

C. A. Dunham, President of the C. A. Dunham Co., 
Marshalltown, Iowa.—tJhe tremendous gain made by our 


company over any preceding vear, we attribute to four 
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Special Report from Kansas: 
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‘ ’ yo { > r . ] | ‘ } : 7 ‘ 
August 31, 1917, and the department considers the out- Several neerns are 
look = 
ook br ght. thre Dp an , , thy neu rt ‘ » 4 , ters. 
= ‘ 1 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘* ‘ 
‘Oo monthly totals can be secured on plumbine and which will run to ; t SLOO00, al 
4 , . ‘ ‘ ‘ ' 
rhe atti Be a> tnese Ppcytak ~ ire iTli \ Té )* iit | f rid’ ¢ ' { i] . al tT} | f il 


though by month at that time Haller & Zehnder were r: 


During the year the Louisville Master Plumbers’ Asso- the me 
ciation made good progress on various matters, most im ee! 
portant of which was its work alor the line of cost 1oObs HOM 

Cepin systems ind | event not | Oal work Cl 
featuring the meetings Numerous good talks were also Switchi 


e: ‘ e 
delivered. Another thing of importance was the general terests t 


revival of interest in the association, and increase in prosperit 
membe rship. Whereas a f . members lett the City Ot tlé 
dropped out, several new ones were brought in. and ereht per c 
some of the old ones, who had not attended in vears FF. A Clegg & Co 
are now in good standing and attending regularly \ wae tke ome vet 
new schedule of relations between the trade and_ the 
building trades, architects, et was also satisfactorily . : 
placed in effect \ 
The association has also put up a good fight in it ynnNn fect 
efforts to have the state plumbing law, passed by the ' 
| | 4 
1914 legislature, declared unconstitutional. The case went th. 
through the local courts and to the court of appeals last 1 ' 
shi 
lanuary It was recently returned to the lower courts inetd ' Lied 
on a technicality, but will again be Lippe led to the higher li ep ther, ’ 
court as soon as the lower court has passed on the law, eet, metic, a 2 ) 
regardless of whether it is declared constitutional or Ci tio? - { I 
erati ' ecte 
otherwise. The journeyman plumbers are fighting for Melick Refi; Cr | ah, 
the law, while the masters are fighting against it. Siandant £28 ££, af Kentn 
The Kentucky Master Plumbers’ Association had one Metinides Dine fF ta. i, 
of the best conventions in its history, the convention be- aster mentuct ce bey tiie , 
ing held in Louisville last April, at which time the new Si te 
Tk. ; aliis 
workmen's compensation law, which went into effect in The neeal otittoct a oe ; 


rus < ohly lis ~SF . : . . ° > < | aay | | | . ‘ ae 
August, was thoroughly discussed. Phe plumb« rS aft Geo. H. Laib, President of Laib Co., Jobber s of Plumb- 
now operating under the law, and are well satisfied with 


| ing and 
results. A big attendance was present at tl 


Heating Supplies, Louisville: —\\e estiniate th 
ie convention , é‘ 


total volume otf business done in 1916 at 25 pe wel 
from points all over the state, and a great deal of good ceiena er eae i 
a‘ ‘) i SoD { ‘ ‘ ‘ 
we? © Ts : 2) “ & . 7s . ?? ' } tar } . o> : ™ 
was accomplished. The next convention will be held in ner cent. We ave of the opinion tha! 
Paducah next spring. a i ; a 
ty ii] PiCorile PLITICLVIDE 1a? Tf i¢ vy f 
4” + af) '. a a ‘ , - ’ ' ‘v) ‘7% ha 4 ; ‘ Rows 
failures Were 1¢ W and lal between hit the Kentucky nart Ot the country. and thiat byanale . , 


trade during the year, and while a few concerns passed 


out several new ones came in, with the result that there 





~ aes a ea oo r 





are today more firms and corporations doing plumb- 


ing than ever Collections have been venerallyv cood., |. o « 

and the plumber who understood his cost system and O Uu 1 S 1 a n a 

got his price for his work should be ahead on the year wa — a a a 
W. H. Matlack, secretary of the local and state plumb- N. O. Nelson, President 


ing associations, has received reports from a number oft of the N. QO. Nelson Mig. 
plumbers, many of whom fell behind this year, but all Co., of St. Louis, writ: 























of whom are looking torward to a big year in 1917. In- from his New Branch 
dividually Mr. Matlack’s business just about held its own. llouse in New Orleans 
Gray & Tomppert, a new firm composed of Edward (Our sales up to date tl 
Gray and Edward Tomppert, the latter tormerly foreman year exceed the same | 
for M. J. Duffy & Sons, and the former operating for mod of last year by just 55 
several years individually, have cornered a number of per cent; but for the plu 
good contracts which will carry them over well into the ing goods line alone, ot 
new year. fe per cent bhis do 


P. H. Meyer & Co., who completed the Tyler Hotel include any new hous 





17 Hy - } il 1 oe, : rey ' ‘ 
th Ss Tall, Nave peen awarded several DI JOS during the Phe mcrease | tive arog 
2 { f : ; ) 2 | \1 , 
past lew weeks, and according to Tet Meyer, have In U! oOuntall f 
. 1 . ‘ } las _ . 24 , |) F ‘ 
been POOd and busy, and can see nothing but prosperity t thie Cigic (On 
im tie tutiure | tT? ire] Thre prospect 
i ’ ' 
2 ; * 1°49 - ‘ ‘ . a | ‘ j 
M. J. uffy & Sons Co., while very busv during the Mae ery OO (Or the ¢ 
; , ' — ] — } : ' P ' 
latte I part Of the vear, and Wwiitlic Owl il ricreast traot? ! I i] ul f oe t J 
, 1 f 1 F , } , 4 ‘ } , r - ? ? fy 7 P } | 4] 1,] ’ ’ a 1 ‘.r ; } 
on 191lo, can not boast a banne year 101 Pie ne and f Cigi OF Tat price a 
1 1 1 /®. re, 1 , 17 ‘ ] 
company has apout completed a DIZ? Tremoadeingy job on Dart Vili fe i! » TOrCWN bat 
! 1 P 1 4 1 - 4 ] ‘ 
the plant ot the Liggett & Meyers Tobacco Co., a $5,000 ! 1 9 
. 7 ° - 7 1 | e q + ] 1 
job and aiSO has a S15,.000 10D on the new creamefry oft r ! est ( iall f 
l | . " x ‘ ] 44 - -+* ] , | ‘ | | | | } 
LJ), Ewing W oons, tne latter rurinings Over into tne restrictions ana irike dat ey! that of} t | 
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Special Report From Maryland: —!: 
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Oscar J. Saxe, President of the Dalton-Ingersoll Mfg. 


Co., Boston:—So far as New England business is con- 


the total cash sales 
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Wm. Q. Wales, President of Brown-Wales Co., Jobber: 
of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, Boston:—QOur bus: 


Al yl om value Is aw, 


‘ 


(yuiet 
\Ithouch 
does 1)hdT 


about th 


with securin 
will enable the n hant to keep up 
normal require 
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William A. 


Bradford, 
Quincy, President of Massa- 
chusetts State Association 
of Master Plumbers: he 


r tne state \ssocia 


Aft VOY 


ATL 

ocal associations through 
Out the State, which are con 
nected with he State \sso 
clation. rt a progress 1n William <A. Bradford 
membershin and interest 
maintaintd in their meetings. Favorable reports keep 
coming in from various associations relative to talks by 
prominent men on some particular line or subject of 
terest to the trade. This, to my mind, seems to be 
hest way to maintain interest in an association 
own local association, the South Shore, two years ago 
we took up one specific subject and stuck to it, namely 

The Capacity and Strength of Range Boilers, togethe 
with Safety Appliances for same. To my mind this 1s 
one way that you can meet with success and maintat 


and hold your members and have them show an interest 
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Im your meeting, that Is tO taKe SOIC one Sub TE dllG 


] v } , ‘ ’ a , ' . 
hammer at it until you exhaust it tro every anal 


, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 
[he new range boiler law, which became operative the 
‘ , } > 
first ot Julv, seems to be meeting wit universal ta 
1 1 . 1 { ' ‘ , ' 
and those who were the loudest Kickers, or wh pPposec 
if the Most stronely at tne Peo CYOTLILIIIS Or ts e7F ( 
: ; 
are now some oT its stronvest supporters it nas afe s ¢ 
a wreat amount oft nterest thre yout the state i 1 as 
a result we tind various associations Working nm con 
+4 ? +] h } +} , , 7 ; +? ; , ef 
MINC LION VN il tie ifoC etl aA Ls. t >\\ ) ( \ 
T |] ’ ‘\1 1 f , , ’ ‘ ir? 
Who are ery WIILLINS: i] ire i \ tO corporate is pal 
? } ' | | rr rr ’ ? . + * ; ’ 
() re LILidl (J Ord i ¢ se i) ( trey tj) 
s | ‘ 
pliances tor kitchen range niers wie ‘ 1! rele 
pressure 
| ‘ ‘ 
Phe building operations in and tbout the state seem te 
! ] ] | ‘ 
yo torward without any decrease in the volume Of Opera 
tion [here 1s, apparent!y, no decrease in this work on 
} } } ' biel +} 
account of the prevallIne figghn prices | Cle Ve l¢ peo 
: ‘ ' 1 
ple have come to beleve that the present conditions are 
} ; , } : ; | 
net brought about V anv Conniving y the men envaved 
] ¢9 his ? } ? +7 ’ ' ¢ , ? ‘7 ’ 
in our line ot business but that it 1s an issue : 
1 ' ‘ ‘ ‘ 
them and unavoidable, consequently | nd the major} 
aT people who require out Services accept Live eNIStil 


conditions in the proper spirit 

The open season or prolonged tall weather has pet 
mitted of late installations ot heating work and a great 
many men engaged in the business of p 
do heating work, report enough business to carry them 
well into the new year, 

The tinding of the courts in other states, affecting men 
engaged in our business, has apparently had no effect 
upon association work with men in this state. In fact 
| believe it has strengthened it as they are readily com 
ing to see that co-operation is necessary to make prog 
ress. 

Without being over-optimistic, the ofhcers ot this State 
\ssociation are prone to look forward to the time in the 
near future when a great number of the so-called “cut 
throat competitors will cease to exist, that mer will be 
ein to have more confidence in their fellow competitors 
and, with this knowledge in mind, will come to look 
upon their fellow competitors with a relationship akin 
to brotherhood. It has been said “Competition is the 
life of trade,” and it is also “the death of trade.” It de 
pends naturally upon a personal point of view 

| can only say in closing that it 1s the sincere hope and 
wish of the officers and the president of this State As- 
sociation that the spirit of Christmas and good fellow 
ship may prevail among the craft wherever they may be 
dispersed, and I wish you and the other members of the 
Trade Press, as well as the members of our own asso- 
ciation a Happy and Prosperous New Year! 

From Our Boston Correspondent:—Reports from all 
parts of Massachusetts, ofhcial and unofficial, all point 
to the one fact, namely, that the plumbing and heating 
trades have enjoyed a banner year, and all agree that 
prospects for 1917 are equally good. True, it is, that 
there has been a shortage of labor, due to the continual 
drain made by the munition factories, which may be 
said to have caused an exodus of skilled help to Bridge 
port, Conn., and other centers. There has also been a 
shortage of cars to haul supplies, in one case amounting 
to more than 100,000 cars. But despite these deterrents 
the trade has managed to cope with the difficulty 

No better indication of the year’s business can he ob- 
tained than that from the amount of building done in 
the past twelve months. According to the F. W. Dodge 
Co., the amount of contracts awarded in the past year 
up to December 1st was $193,779,000. Last year’s total 
was only $163,000,000, in round numbers, so that there 
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fhe number ot appleants tor examination as plumbers 
1 | ' ? 1 
during the veat has pecn apout the same as tn p Ceainy 


years. namely, about 1.000, of whom approximately one 
quarter gained certiticates The examinations have been 
made stricter for several years, so that those candidates 
who successtully pass the examiners are capable of un 


dertaking the highest standard of worl 


+ 
~ 
~ 
—~ 
—s 


of examiners ot which David Craig, formerly, 
of the National \ssociation, is head, recently received a 
jolt when the Supreme Court ruled that the decision of 
the state board that a journeyman plumber must have 
at least three years. experience before applyime for a 
master certificate was invalid. This is by far the most 
important court decision in many years, and compels the 


board to revamp its procedure \n announcement along 


this line 1s expected in two or three weeks 

During the coming year a campaign of education is be 
img planned by the state and local associations and by 
big houses, wholesale anda retal, having 1) VICW the in? 
struction not only of the plumber but of the veneral 
public \ series of lectures dealing with overhead ex 
penses and kindred subjects is also contemplated, all of 
which will be oft great benefit to the plumber and fitter. 

Inquiry at the building department of the city of Bos- 
ton elicited the information that the prospect of even a 
bigger Year IS indicated by the reports w hte h thie oltre ials 
have received. The plentifulness of money, the tre 
mendous growth of business all alone the line. with the 
necessary development of buildings in which to operate, 
all make for an unprecedented year of busines 

While perhaps it is invidious to choose any particular 
city in New England to typify the character of work de- 


manded by the modern architect and builder, yet there 


are very fair instances in Boston which may be taken 
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E. A. Morris, Secretary and Treasurer of the Detroit 
Lead Pipe Works, Detroit, Mich.:— fro: i tonnage ba 


This ncrease¢ pPuUsiness iT) reife Ove 


itated the building of a great 


hat ' f nece 

: ' riment consequently the supply 

bu rie . Cel lvl NV i€T mark” ror SOrnmne Time 

mas? 7 | are hope 7 writ] keep up tor a fe w «years lonver 
that a few of tl ld heads” will be able to retire 


H. C. Cornelius, Secretary and Treasurer of the Wol- 


verine Brass Works, Grand Rapids, Mich: — ur current 
vear’s business will be about 40 per cent larger than last 
ir, and prospects for the first halt of 1917 waull be 
ewhat | f thay the ¢ rrenit veatl What w 1] hap 
pen the latter part of mext year is merely problematical 
We w ould not want to m ike a Statement, but we believe 
that the first six months will be very good months 


he ti - 
E. V. Brigham, Vice-President of the Kalamazoo Sani- 
tary Manufacturing Co. (Successors to Enameled Tank 
Co.), Kalamazoo, Mich: —QOur business tor this year was 
practically 25 per cent ot an advance over 1915. \s to 
the vear 1917. we believe that it looks very tavorable. 
However. the jobbers are buving very conservatively, 
i lieve they are purchasing eXcess stocks 
lheretore, we believe that 1917 should be a wood vear. 
Charles Beckingham, Plumbing and Heating Contrac- 
tor, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.:—-The volume of business 
done in 1916 was not as good as 1915, but I think that 


1917 will be a good year. We secured a plumbing ordi- 
iis vear, and the would-be plumbers had to quit 
lLlowever, during the 


nance tl 
business, and that will help some 
past four months business has been especially active 
The high prices of labor and material are holding up a 
lot of work. 

Soa a oe a —___ ee, 


Minnesota 


J I | e/a 

Frank H. Farrell, of E. S. Farrell Co., Plumbing and 
Heating Contractors, Duluth, Minn.:—Material in our 
line is reaching a tremendous figure, as far as cost is 
concerned, but to redeem this, we have an abundance 
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wawes are exceptionally high. We. 
are in an iron belt which 1s shipping sixty million ton 
of ore a year, so we believe that 1917 will be a fat 
We do not look tor any bumper year, on 


1 | . 
account of the nigh price ot merchandise, put expect 


P. J. Frey, President and Treasurer of the Central Sup- 


ply Co., Jobbers of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, 
Minneapolis, Minn.:—-\WWe believe the excess ot the cur 


rent vears business over 1915, will be between 50 and ty 


pel cent I slelay Operations seem to continue, 1n spite 
f ' ' . + | 
otf advancin: markets. considerablv bevond what has 
t ' t 
een Known as normal basis, although there have been 


a few cases, where certain building prospects have been 


7 ’ . . 
indefinitely postponed from present indications, we 
are inclined to believe that the tirst half of 1917 will ex 
ceed the first halt of 1916 1n building operations Revond 


that we would not venture to express any opinion 


W. W. Hughes, Minneap- 
olis, President of the Min- 
nesota Master Plumbers’ 
Association: —— | hi. 
outlool is good Minne 


M12SINESS 


' 


(>] an 117) 





directions irom 


with the result 


} 
teT \linneapolis dar ~ re ft 
depend upon hooms ror ‘te 


erowth: it 1s growing stea 


W. W. Hughes 


ily and rapidly, and the con- 
tinued vrowth mcans new > ( hools to the extent of OVeT?T 
1 million dollars per year; new churches, new hom 
new business blocks, factories, etc. 

fhen too, Minneapolis is looking to the welfare of her 
workers. Our Civic and Commerce Association has made 
a careful survey of housing conditions; our Real Estat: 
Board has given its co-operation. Together they have 
conducted members of the Legislature of the State and 
members of the City Council through what few slums 
we rave: and it 1s a toregone conclusion that within the 
next ninety days, Minneapolis will take steps to eliminate 
present conditions and make it impossible for the sam 


thines to ever arise again 


In their investigations, these people found that con 


t 


~~ 


ditions in certain new apartments were not all that mie 
be desired; accordingly we have already eliminated inside 
bath rooms, sleeping rooms and kitchens. The result 1s 
that all apartments now being erected in this city have 
every room an outside room, the old idea of bath rooms 
and sometimes kitchens and bed rooms being lighted 
and ventilated through air shafts and lght walls its nov 
a thing of the past. 

It goes without saying that constructive work of thi 
character means more and better plumbing; but the bic 
point is that it is not the plumber who its advocating 
these things, it is the layman. Surely the plumber must 
be coming into his own, when the “other fellow” not 
only advises plumbing, but proposes to use the laws o 
the state to compel it. And how much better it is fo: 
all concerned, tor the public cannot say that we are do 
ing it to advance any selfish interests, because it is be 
ing forced upon us. 

The plumbing and heating business in Minneapolis 1: 
now advancing to a new stage. The time has passec 
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when a plumber or a fitter with a bag or even halt a 
bag ot tools can go down to the supply house and by 
assuring the sales manager that he has a dandy job in 


sight get unlimited credit 

There are two reasons why this has been broug 
about. In the tirst place the wholesalers found it neces 
sary tor them to form a credit association so as to pro 
tect their own interests In the second place the pp 
ers and fitters tound it necessary tO maintain an organ 
ization tor the betterment of the trade. 

lortunately, the two associations meet trom time to 
time tor the discussion ot subjects of mutual interes 
A number of misunderstandings have been wiped out, 
and there 1s every reason to belheve that at the present 
time the wholesalers are convinced that it 1s vital to 
their best interests that the master plumbers and _ titters 
make a legitimate protit. Likewise the plumbers and fit 
ters feel the same towards the wholesalers 

Another development that spells better profits is the 
fact that the master plumbers and fitters are interestin; 
themselves in a study and application of business methods 
and systems. The universities ot this country are just 
awakening to the needs of the business man, and it will 


not be surprising af, within a few years, all business 


+ 


houses will be compelled by law to make a legitimat: 
profit, just as the banks and other financial institutions 
must do. 

One of the biggest propositions in this country today 
is the industrial school, and Minneapolis is fortunate in 
that it has the toundation of what will be, without a 
doubt, the best school of that character in the United 
States. Wualliam Hood Dunwoody, one of the pionee: 
flour millers of Minneapolis, left his entire tortune for 
the founding of an industrial school to bear his name 
For the first two years the school has been feeling its 
way along, making use of some of our public schools for 
class rooms, and now the first two units of its own 
buildings are under way,-and it 1s expected that the 
school will be housed in its own buildings about Febru 
ary 1, 1917. 

Its director, ¢ 


A. Prosser, is the best man in the United States. and 


The school 1S operated On broad lines. 


possibly in the entire world, for the place which he holds 
Under his able supervision the school is making rapid 
headway, and already the influence of the school is be- 
ing transmitted to the public at large. 

To ‘Illustrate, the policy of the school is to furnish 1n- 
struction to any group of ten or more who apply tor 
same. This results in a great many classes, small in 
size, but anxious to learn. One requirement is that stu 
dents must be employed in the trade in which they are 
studying. 

The classes in plumbing and heating are complete at 
the present time, but more will be added should the 
necessity arise. It is a foregone conclusion that the busi- 
ness of the future is in the hands of the boys of today 
Accordingly, educated, well-trained apprentices mean 
educated and well-trained journeymen, and when these 
men bhecome masters, their early training will surely 
make itself felt. 

J. L. Sullwold, President and Secretary of the Western 
Supply Co., Jobbers of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, 
Saint Paul, Minn.:—Our sales in tonnage, as near as 
we can estimate, will be about 12 per cent below 1915. 
1915 was practically the same as 1914. Our locality is 
in an agricultural district, and our trade depends largely 
on the crops. Owing to the high prices of material we 


are now estimating that in 1917 our tonnage will fall off 


from 25 to 40 per cent, and we are now laying our plans 
accordingly. The reason for this is that owing to the 
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adopt a $100 a year license plan Its advocates declare 


such a measure will mean the elimination of a great num 
ber of firms. 

The St. Paul Master Plumbers’ Association, of which 
Herman Nelson, chief plumbing imspector, is secretary, 
now has a membership of sixty, much larger than four 
or five years ago. However the lack of greater co-opera- 


tion among the firms is admitted by masters generally, 
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advanced, will not put in the 

new one they Oud () AVE Instead they preter to 
wait until the price 1s ()ne house here put its 
business at 12 1) . nm tonnawve sold than either 


1GTD ie . two months showed a big de 


\nother supply concern put the increase in dollars 
in business done at 18'% per cent for the year, termed 
1916 a very satisfactory vear, business conditions good, 
and no cloud ahead tor 1917 

In South St. Paul, a packing center suburb, the plumb 

business showed a big increase, due to the impetus of 
a new packing plant about to be established there and 
the resultant increase in home building. At least one St 


Paul plumber moved his shop there 
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Special Report from Mississippi:._ The vear just clos 

has been a profitable one in the “Bayou State.” In 
business and industrial lines the most optimistic predic 
tions are made regarding 1917, these predictions being 
based upon the unrivaled prosperity which the state has 
enjoyed. The producers of cotton have been eminently 
successful during the vear \s Mississippi ranks third 
in the production and value of cotton, one can readily 


understand the tremendous volume of business which was 
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Missouri 


—_—wz 


H. S. Ferguson, President of the U. S. Water & Steam 
y Co., Kansas City, Mo.:—Our aggregate sales for 


Suppl 
the year 1916 will, of course, show quite an increase over 
reased values 
will not show 
period It is 
it the year 1917 
operations over 
Prices have gotten to a 
cut some figure with real 
owners who « itemplate building 
M. Rumsey, President of the L. M. Rumsey Mfg. 
Co., St. Louis, Mo.:—If you will look over a total of the 


permits of 1916, as compared with those of 


buildin 
1915, you wall find that the total increase is not great 
In my opinion the business in plumbing and heating in- 
dustries will show this vear an actual tonnage increase 
over the year 1915 of about 15 per cent; as represented 
hy sales in dollars and cents, the increase of 1916 over 
1915 will average about 40 per cent. 

It may appear paradoxial, vet it seems true that the 
higher the range of prices, the greater activity in the 
building line so that if the present state of feeling sur- 
vives, we should, despite the higher prices, enjoy next year 
even a larger volume of business than in the memorable 
one just coming to a close. 

(Of ¢ourse, this is merely a forecast on my part, and 
is presaged on a firm market in the supply line, which, 
in wiew of the overburdened condition of the factories 
and mills. you can safely look for: on low interest rates 
for the investor, and on the arising of no issue which 
might disturb the relations between the United States 
and any other nation. 

A. A. Zertanna, St. Louis, President of the Missouri 
State Association of Master Plumbers:—What General 
Sherman said about war 1s true beyond question. This 
has been doubly proven by the conflict now being waged 
by the European countries. Its effect is also noticed in 
this country, as the market price on all commodities has 
been increased beyond reason. This only goes to prove 
that the law of supply and demand must be served, as 
the demand made upon our country, as a result of the 
war, has been so great that we can hardly supply it, and 
as a consequence of this great demand everyone is tak- 
ing advantage ot the opportunity offered and is asking 
exorbitant prices for everything that he sells. How- 
ever, I regret to say that there is one class that has 
not taken advantage of the opportunities offered, that is 
the plumbers. It is a strange coincidence that, regard- 
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less ot the increased cost ot materials, the prices at 


which contracts have been taken tor plumbing work have 
not shown a proportionate mcrease lhis certainly 


| ’ ] ' 
shows a lack of business ability on the part of plumbers 


; , . ; 

and is one ot those incidents that is almost imy ossible 

‘ | | | | 

to or but, regardless ot this condition the plumb 
] | 

ers throughout the State have enjoved a tairly prosperous 


year, as statistics prove that building operations in our 


stare show an increas¢ Ot 94 per cent on the averavs 
over the Veawr 915 [his 1s proot of prosperity ar d I look 
for an even greater era ot prosperity during the year 
1917, because we have had some very beneticial legis 
lation enacted during the present National admunistra 
tion, and since the country has decided to continue on 
under the wise guidance of our present president, the 
usual lull in busimess as a result of a change in admin 
istration will not occur during the vear 1017 [hen again 


the lederal Reserve Banks that have heen established 
make it possible for the tarmer to obtain money at rea 
sonable rates which 1s an incentive tor him to obtain 
it and put it into circulation, and when money is placed 
in circulation times are much better \nother reason tort 
my opinion that we are going to enjoy greater prosperity 
in 1917 1s: Mon is cheap at the present tim this 1s 
the cause ot ec ae being high, but it 1s also one 
] 


of the reasons why buuildi operations have continued 


fairly brisk, regardless of the increased cost ot building 
materials. 

| look for peace to be declared bv the warring nations 
in the near future. This | feel certain will have a great 
effect on the market, as on the intimation that one ot 
the nations was willing to have peace brought about, 
steel stock took a decided drop; other commodities 
would be affected likewise and in a short time the mar 
ket would be again normal. I also look for our National 
administration to enact more constructive, progressive 
legislation, and feel safe in prophesying that in the year 
1917 we will enjoy even greater prosperity than that 


which we enjoyed during the year past. 





|_Montana_| 


Wilbur A. Rawlins, Plumbing and Heating Contractor, 
Melstone, Mont. 
year, and was successful 











During 1916 I have enjoyed a very good 
securing the steam-heating con- 
tract for a school house in my section of the country 
consideration, $2,850. From all accounts men of the trade 
in the state have had a satisfactory year, and optimistic 
views are entertained concerning the outlook for 1917. 
About the only trouble of any moment which has con- 
fronted the plumbing craft in various parts of Montana 
has been the inability to secure enough help, as journey- 
men were scarce last summer and fall. 







Nebraska 


From Our Nebraska Correspondent.—The State of Ne- 
braska has. enjoyed a very good year in general business 
The agricultural productivity dur- 








and industrial activity. 
ing the year has been especially excellent, vast crops ot 
wheat, corn and potatoes having been raised on over 
30,000,000 acres of improved farm lands. \ large and 
profitable business has been carried on in live stock and 
dairy products, the state ranking among the prominent 
meat-producing states. Business men here feel that the 
experience of the past two years has brought into strong 
relief the value of the Federal Reserve System, and that 
it is not too much to say that our prosperity could not 





ENGINE 





KRING ra 


é ~ 7 it | | i { \ { cy] ‘ 
i | ] ‘ ners? tile ae ~ ¢ { rf ¢ ; 
} - 
pul ‘ »\ { ] coc Wil es 
, it ? 
ry)? ’ ’ 
) ( ~™ T)¢ ‘ ‘ ‘ t 
} } it \ t i 
, ‘ ' 
: ‘ 
inG exc f i j iri cs 34 
‘ +1 ' 
wiv Wi Ittenta Lire 
. 
’ ‘4 ? ‘ 
tii ‘ i 4 t ; 
. i 
{ j 1 
! ( i ( { C «i \ | | 
7 ¢ | ’ 
? ’ } 
( Li «i id i 
? 
t r j ‘ e-4 T i‘ ~ ri¢ { 
] ; 
\ i i ce. = Lidl t f ( 
| | ; 
. | 
l i AC Livi 
@....._ § .... 4 eee OO. 





Vesade. 











~ ° - ry : 
Special a: Semen from sania Reports trom Reno, Cat 
} — 1 } 1 7 j t ‘ 
\ if nel Cro ( if tia ! ha 
aT an \¢ i ’ pre | r¢ , 
1 ‘ 
] ! é icf i ( f ] ' 
pre iT} ! ' ‘ ’e ( i 1} 
| | 4 
| nave r { lic ( . 7 | 
| | 
sc tiv, One i ’ i ‘ 
’ 
i 1? | ( i i T ¢ | ( 
ST T¢ hey f | ited t ASALS. fit} ; ! 
17? ( [oe | (>T lit ( | | i 
1) ? ’ ) j einie 1 ' ‘ ’ ’ bay ‘ 
> 1 ] 
Citit | ii¢ rate nave 1) I Cailtl i 
Y¢ t f t } t fy | 
i } } t preg tii«l i 
s | | 
l ral industrial provre t” | ind hea 
a i( teyrs 1, \'¢ ) rts ft) tec] +7} thi, ‘ 1 ? ty? ' at « unr bag ly 
I « | bie \ part! i} i ; i ii tit i f tii i’ ‘) rf it ¥ \ Lit tl 
es 1 1 | ! 
has been sweeping the stat he general sentiment of 
me, aul ate , 11 
men ot the trade 1s that the new vear will be prohtabtie 
Cotic 

















New Hampshire | 


Geo. E. Trudel, President and Treasurer of the Geo. E. 
Trudel Co., Jobbers of Plumbing and Heating Supplies, 
Manchester, N. H.: The excess of our current vear's 








business will be 80 per cent over the year of 1915, and 
the prospects tor the year 1917 are indeed very encourag 
ing. Our business being local and being in a growing, 
manufacturing city, induces us to look for still better 


business in the spring 


While prices are a good deal higher on all our mer- 
chandise, the laboring class, which composes seven- 
eighths of our population, is to be benefited for the se 
ond time, by voluntary increased waves, and we still 
expect rising prices and more business for the years 
1917 and 1918. 





New Mexico 


Special Report from New Mexico:——Judyinyg from the 
the 


a 
'———_8 





present outlook in business and industrial circles, 
ceneral opmion in this state 1s unanimous in the con- 


clusion that the coming months will compare tavorably 


with those which have passed. Among the manutactur 
ing and mining interests of the state the most sanguine 
optimism continues unabated The year 1916 has un- 


questionably been a very prosperous one. Architects in 
the cities of Albuquerque, Santa Fe and Las Vegas have 
been very busy preparing plans for the erection of large 
industrial plants in or about these cities. Building opera 
tions during the new year will develop in brisk and 
healthy manner, judging from the preparations which 


are being made by architects. In the outlying sections 
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L. O. Koven, President of L. O. Koven & Bros., 
City, N.. | . mene i? } plun bis ‘ 
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bing lines, covering th 
the year 1013 aution must be exercised 
plumber | 
very necessary 
yond a doubt, otherw! 
hen you need them.” 
ould suggest that there 
sales, and see to it that 
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| New dersey 


William Jacobus, Plumbing 
Contractor, Newark, N. J.:— 


writing of either the past 








+ 


a4 77 
: iture 


1 
Lv) ‘ ‘ry ’ 
KRTPOW TTS 


idual or ce 
success (wonderti 
ight growth = as 
ne 1s apt to 
helittling 
he mighty strides 
looking chaps upon the 


’ 
pct e 


lholders wearing ‘Sun 


dining at the Clar 
broiled chicken, quail 

the order ot the day 
all happened, and trom 

the valley belo 
walling cry “*Twas luck 
at those tellows way up there on the 
know any more than we do, and 


| | BAL 
mist see where they are 


kind In most cases those bond 


rs on the topmost peaks, got there by the hardest 
Work Yes Work! Hard Work! For instance, 
history of a plumbing supply salesman whi 


} 


the other day 
a clean-cut, breezy, “cvet-there,” promising younr 
man who will make his way, and he represented one of the 
largest supply houses in the state, an establishment whose 
xecutive officer has come up from a darkened corner 
a tactory basement to the pretentious offices of a 
modern establishment—all through hard work, close atten 
tion to the smallest details, and a watchful eye to the in- 

terests of the concern 

After some general business transactions in the ofhce ot 
my shop, there was a drifting off to the events of the day 
international warfare, social topics, etc. Then I side- 
tracked and remarked: “Say, that boss of yours has got 
there with leaps and bounds. Why, just think of it! Why 
only a few years ago I remember——” At this juncture 
of my remark, there was an interrupted outburst by the 
“But, He’s a Prince!!!” This 


? 


salesman. who exclaimed: 
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was in truth, the salesman’s terse estimate of his employ 


a recognition o! true brotherhood between emplo 
and employe. 

John A. Campbell, President of the Trenton Potterie 
Co., Trenton, N. J.:—I judge a tair estimate of the e 
cess of the business Po we over 1915 would be in tft! 
neighborhood of 25 per cen \t the present time t! 

ror next year yk bright, and so far as o1 
year should | tully as good as the ye 
here are so many elements of uncertainty 
situation that I would not care to be considered 
prophet. I am simply making a comment upon the bus: 


ness situation as I view at the present time. 
I 
OC W Or 
Guilford R. Adams, of 
Samuel Sloan & Co., Roches- 
ter, N. Y., President of the 


Eastern Supply Association: 
the current 














Regarding 
year s business would say this 
varies according to localities. 
in places where war orders 
lave necessitated larger 
plants and many new houses 
to accommodate extra work- 
men, | presume the increase 
would be larve In Rochester 
it is only normal, and what 
increase has been made in 
uur sales can be more than 
attributed to the extra cost 
of material. Personally I (;uilford R. Adams. 
ave feared that the high 
prices on all building material would paralyze buildin; 
completely, but there is more or less going on in our city 
all the time. 
ket like 1916. 
thirty-five years that I could compare it with 1s 1899. 


Never has the trade in general faced a mar- 


The only one in my experience of over 


Yet in 1899 the high point reached by copper was 19.50, 
against 35.00 today. In 1899 pig lead only reached 4.771% 
against 7.50 to 8.00 at present. During that year the aver- 
age price of pig iron delivered in Pittsburgh was 18.89, 
against 32.00 to 33.00 today. 

With the large amount of copper, steel and iron already 
contracted for I cannot feel that any great slump in 
prices may be expected in 1917, even should peace be de- 
clared 

John A. Murray, President of John A. Murray & Co., 
Jobbers and Manufacturers of Plumbing and Heating 
Goods, New York City:—Ilere in New York City we have 
a condition which does not confront other large cities of 
the United States. New York City is passing through a 
transition. Our mayor and department superintendents 
have been reorganizing and placing the different depart- 
ments under their control on a strictly business basis 
We have a spirit of helpfulness manifested by the citi 
zens of our city endeavoring to assist the administration 
to carry out their business methods. We have vast pub- 
lic improvements going on, including a reorganization ot 
building districts and many improvements by the Build 
ing Department for the benefit of the city. 

Real estate naturally improves when the city is making 
public improvements. We have had hundreds of miles ot 
elevated and subway transit facilities under construc- 
tion for several years. The administration has been 
urging the contractors forward to complete their work 
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and they have promised to turn over to the city many 


miles completed and ready to open up for the public’s 


convenience in 1917. [hese new transit facilities start 
from the center of the city, and branch out into the vast 


districts unimproved. 


outlying 

In the past builders and investors have been timid, but 
with this vast improvement going on and opening up new 
territory, | can see for New York City, in the year 1917, 
a large wholesome building construction and building ma- 
terial prosperity. 

We also have a large district ot desirable improved 
property in our city. Owners have been renting at a 
nominal rental, waiting the return of prosperity. Pros- 
perity when it comes will bring with it a larger revenue 
hence an increase of rentals, and with an increase of 
rental, there will be a demand from tenants for altera 
tions and repairs, all of which ts going to give the real 
estate and building tield a stimulus which we have been 
looking 


terial and labor are not going to retard the growth of this 


forward to for several years. High prices of ma 


new era of prosperity. 





. = 


; North Carolina } 


Special Correspondence for North Carolina:—The busi 
ness situation in building circles continues active in North 























(Carolina. ‘This fall has brought much new business to 
building contractors all over the state, and with the new 
work now in process and new contracts now being let, the 
indications are that this activity will continue throughout 
the winter 

The annual convention of the Builders’ Exchange of this 
state, which organization contains some of the large 
plumbing and heating contractors, will be held in Ra 
leigh, N. ©., some time during the month of February, 
1917; the dates have not yet been fixed. With the state 
legislature then in session, there will be an unusual op- 
portunity tor the Exchange to secure prominent speakers 
to address its meetings. 

The cotton situation in the state is very satisfactory, 
and the sale of this commodity has been rapid and profit- 
able during the year. Business interests generally are a 
unit in forecasting a prosperous year for 1917. 


[North Dakota] 














Special Report from North Dakota:—TJhe business 
situation throughout the state during the year has been 
exceedingly healthy. The scope ef building in the rural 
sections has been unusually active. At Fargo, Grand 
Forks, Bismarck and Jamestown, many residences have 
been erected, and plumbing and heating contractors have 
had a busy season. From all indications there is no rea- 
son why the men of these crafts should not enjoy an 

qually profitable year in 1917. 

The agricultural interests of the state have harvested 
one of the largest crops within recent years, and the 
bulk of the vast revenue which has accrued from the 
Agricul- 
ture is the chief source of the wealth of North Dakota. 


crops has flowed into the banks of the state. 


which is noted for its production of wheat. It is esti- 
mated that there is over 3,200,000 acres of farm land 
under cultivation in the state. Stock raising is another 
very important factor in the wealth-producing conditions. 

3uilding contractors in the previously named cities 
are all predicting an era of building activity during 1917 
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Special Report from Oklahoma:—-|)ur: st veal 
ullding operations have been stimulated to a considet 
atyle ex 1 | th Cities il a> VA cot Tieye tate | rite 
ot the relatively high cost of living, the people are all 
Satistie Wit qdittons as they ive pre ( | tie 
VCca!l \ ( tlture id | ( STO rs thie 1 opie 
suits, which vield huge profit nnuall |) Lon 
thie Wealtl uned tron these ra { vast 
total « $565 000.000. accord f it t 4s 
( rient that rere 1s 1} | hy ‘ t ¢ } , fey 
prises Oo t co tri t iture i : Tt illy 
predicted that a large portion oft vill ldin 
Operat ms 

| » ( ) i mma { if\ \rcl (>t t t | ( \} i 
rel | awe Wilda operat ) Ve 
luring the ea many dwetls 

1] ( }) at stuitdat ‘ 
plumbers and steamfitter I irl ( 
had an unusuall eood Cas ned ti ot 
the he Cal ire ull of enume optim 
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Our Cincinnati Correspondent The year just closi 
as been one of somewhat mixed character in Cinemnats 
{ le i Tal Lis thre 1] imho ind other bran ( ( hie 
build ade iT ¢ CQO! eriic \lmost rit ed 
pore STC] \ tat } DuUsmes i i whole ha re’ } 
dence, waves rising to record levels 11) TAT bitie CS- 
pecially for highlv skilled workers, and t | tron of 
factories bringine to the city immense sun ft moneys 
This has been retlected in liberal buying in all line ind 
in other evidences of prosperity llowever, it iso 
been shown yy the rising prices Of mate! “al (>! | rts, 
and the net result has been that building costs more than 


ever hbe,ore if) spite (1 the ATMO ! (>)? THlCoTIE SY i \ uilable. 
, 4 + 
rmererore. man prospective MTLICIe rs 


start work. on-account of the cost. 


On the whole, however, the figures seem to show that 
progress has won out against the brakes set | rising 
costs. The records of the building commissione: othee 
up to December Ist, which cover eleven mont! ot the 
vear, and omit only December, normally a slow month 
1} building circles, IVE the following COMMpPAaATISO!) with 
1OT5. 

191 19 
No. of Permits 14.928 15 O40 
Value of Wot $19 919 999 | 
Receipts 0,535.3 12°? 05 

The larger value of the work for 1915 1s re 
plained by the tact that the courthouse and the Hyde 
Park eh school ob were filed for permit last vear. 
running the total value of the work to a disproportion 
ate amount. Naturally, these large jobs mean cor 
respondingly large plumbing and heating jobs to the 
lucky contractors who land them, but have no special 
significance to the general state of the trade The nut 
her of permits issued is far more enlightening, and as 
1916 figures show more than a hundred in excess of 1915, 


it can be seen that business held its own, despite high 
prices. In fact, as the small and moderate-sized job pre- 
dominated, generally speaking, it may be said that the 


business as a whole was even better distributed than last 








| pros 

himselt as 

ar. if the pul 

prices. “I would say that 
normal. taking the local 
“Cincinnati plumbers have 

as compared with last year, but I know 

obs which have been withdrawn trom 

account of the cost ot building under pres 

nditions. There seems to be little prospect of any 
pronounced decrease Im prices for some time to come, 
however. and when people come to understand this, 
those who want to build will go ahead and build. Much 
work which has been postponed will come upon. the 
during the coming spring, I believe, unless some 


| 


to business occurs, as many obs of this 


were postponed in the hope ot lower prices then, 


will have to be handled 


good during the last five 


business was especiall 
and up to this date.” said Clifford Schlemmer. of 
Gabson-Schlemmer C “The year as a whole has 


a very good one, a: has been plenty of work 


| 


s have prevailed The 

market on account of high 

seem to cut much figure, and will only 

iobs for next vear The large number of 

gave everybody a chance at the work, and 

pretty well distributed it strikes me that 

rity ought to continue into next year without a 

break, and that it should be especially in evidence in our 
trade.” 
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W. M. Fattison, President of the W. M. Pattison Sup- 
ply Co., Cleveland, O.: dur 1916 business will ru 


’ “| Bet ot ee ee 
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John 


ear () nis veal 

J. Vogelpohl, Cincin- 
nati. President of Ohio Mas- 
ter Plumbers’ Association: 


i 


rease in 
nanutacturing 
industrial pur 
it bee na pros 


ased cost in 


materials 

intends to con- 

experience of 

191th wi i be fot LS, : has otten been 

said that “Experience ur ‘Teacher I look tor a 
good year in 1917 

E. L. Strauss, President of the Central Brass Mfg. Co., 

Cleveland, O.:—The current year’s business, in my opin- 

ion, was about 50 per cent in excess of that of 1915, and 

from present indications prospects for 1917 appear 

very promising indeed uring the past year building 

operations trom coast to coast are reported to have 

heen exceedingly active, and | am inclined to believe 

that this activity will continue during the coming year. 

Alfred F. Howe, General 

Sales Manager of the Borden 

Co., Warren, O.:—We are 

not in a good position to 

reply to your inquiry as are 

manufacturers dealing in 

structural material, neverthe- 

less, pipe threading and cut- 

ting tools are a barometer 

to a certain extent as the 

amount of pipe used indicates 

approximately the amount 

of business transacted. Fig- 

uring on this basis we would 

say that the 12 months end- 

ing December 1, 1916, show a 

business increase of 100 per 

cent over the same_ period 

December 1, 1915, be- 

cause in that period our bust- 

ness has exactly doubled. We 

manufacture no war munt- 

Alfred F. Howe tions and our export business 

is adversely affected, so these 


figures apply only to the United States. 
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ing ourselves tha we are now receirvins at our plant 
sufficient n spaciak to manutacture considerably more of 
our product tor 1917 than in the vear just closing \p 
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parently other manufacturers using tron and_= steel Cel 
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son why 1917 will not be the bigvest year im the history 


ot this country 

W. C. Longenecker, Sales 
Manager of the Toledo Pipe 
Threading Machine Co., To- 
ledo, O.:—Our current year’ 
business will be more that 


60 per cent bigger than t! 


i 
: sant? — 
business done in 1915, and 
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H. Claussenius, "Padead President of the Oregon State 
Association of Master Plumbers: —( oncerning the pro 
pects ror 11% At thre best 11 can only he a wuess 
Whether rood (1 bad. remaims to doe SCC) ‘The pros 
pects for next vear are about as dithcult to analyze as 
the results of the recent national election ‘Taken on 
the whole, however, the comine year seems to premise 
better things in our own and _ kindred lines The ex- 
treme Northwest has not progressed as rapidly this year 
as some portions of the eastern states, due partly to a 
scarcity of cars to handle our lumber and grain ship- 
ments as well as other commodities, upon which our 
local prosperity depends. The closing of the Panama 
Canal also had its effect 

The inevitable result has been, however, that practically 
anew industry has sprung up in the Northwest and in 
the Columbia Basin, the building of wooden motor ships 
out of Douglas fir, our native wood. The contracts held 
in the immediate vicinity of Portland, already total as 
much and possibly more than the total amount of the 
biggest building boom this city has ever had It will 
only take a little time for this business to adjust itself 
to other lines, so I confidently expect the coming year 
to prove much better than the present one, which in 
turn was more profitable than its predecessor 

The high cost of building materials has undoubtedly 
retarded building in this section In conversation with 
other old timers in the business, I find that the general 
opinion seems to indicate a revival of repair and altera- 
tion work for next year, in greater volume than new 
work. Our local jobbers are experiencing considerable 
difhculty in keeping even common staples in stock, caused 
by the failure of eastern manufacturers to supply them 
This partly explains the local high prices. We are, there- 
fore, facing the new year with more optimism than we 


have had cause to exhibit for some vears 
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H. W. Arthur, of the Union Radiator Co., Johnstown, 
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Theo. Ahrens, President of the Standard Sanitary Mfg. 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.:— Our actual fieu re not t aval 
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John G. Fleck, Vice-President and Manager ot Fleck 
Bros. Co., Philadelphia: 1! 
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From Our Rhode Island Correspondent:——Judving trom 


| } ' 7 ‘ 
the of pinions OF the leading men in the Widin madustry 
1 1 7 
in the various citie or the state, the coming year will he 
las +. , | ‘ . 1 f | | 
t productive one, and tavorable in general busine col 
| ’ ] 1 
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begin possibly as soon as the end ot the war 1s in sight 
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Throughout the state the plumbing, heating and ven 
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: South Carolin u_| 


Special Report from South Carolina:—'1h: usiness W. W. 
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: Cronin, President of 

tuat , e “Palmet State” has been full of life Cronin, Baker & _ Tindall, 
+] ' T Plumbing Contractors, Mem- 

. phis, Tenn. n reviewing 


i\t ' 
isin in 


tort rs whic ‘ ic OOO OO0 
, farm rand 1! money, 
{> Ceeete CRE aEF ' . ' i 4 4 ‘> wT 1) ¢ 
Memphis. 
spent in the smalle: 
especially so since 
prohibition laws have been 
‘nforced No inducement 
them to come and have a 
1 days gone by 


reports show t increase over thre 


¢ b a4 , & 7é pr wy ] Ta mostly in li 11 Things. Che increased 
| cost of building material h: lad effect, in so tar as 

a O a no building ot any Size, with the exception ot the Inte . 

- ” = *e en national Harvester Co.’s and the Overland Motor Co.’ 


Chas. D. Symms, President of the Plumbing Supply Co., buildings, have been erected this year. We are in hopes 
Sioux Falls, S. D.:—Compared with 1915 the 1916 busi 
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mess that atter the cotton money gets 1n circulation we will 
— . better in regard to get the benefit of it here, unless plumbing supplies get so 
high that we can’t reach them, as they seem to be doing 
perations will be normal at present in great shape, with no prospect in sight of 
better, although of late getting lower. 


account of the Our banks have more money in their vaults than evet 
ally, we are op- before, and the Negro crop sharer has money to buy 
to a splendid 1917 automobiles. The old mule 1s too slow ft 


ni forw t tor him just now 
Report from South Dakota:—Continued pros He also believes in having an electric light plant in his 


, , . | 
tit 1 il we are 1oookKing Tor! 


Special 
perity during tl oming mont dently looked for cabin, several plants having been installed in such places. 
' ry population ap- ur business during 1917 should be an improvement 

the future over 1916, when we consider the big prices our cotton and 

‘eases or lumber are now selling for. Generally, after a depression 

gener: in the money market in the East, we are last to feel the 
effect, and also the last to receive the benefit of returning 
prosperity. We feel our time is about here, and we are 
ready to receive it. We hope 1917 will be a banner year 
for all our brother plumbers, and that “Domestic Engi- 


neering’ will share in our good tortune. 


Texas 


Special Report From Texas:—"\ year of unprecedented 


prosperity.” This is the sentiment which to pr 


vv i ii ge 
ul in he principal cities and towns of the state 
? 


heating contractors in St. Antonio and Fort 


st 





Worth have found themselves much occupied with new 
work during the past six months. Many private dwell- 
Cc n n @} S Ss oO oC ings have been erected as well as a I. e number of 


industrial structures in and about 1@ Cl 
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F. H. Caldwell, President of the Cahill Iron Works, In agricultural and live 


live stock circle , me year4r Polt 
Chattanooga, Tenn.: houl “ay that the increase 1n credited with being one ot the hest ever known 1] 


T ‘ 


history of the “Lone Star State.” Cotton growing 
would be about is an important industry, yielded over 2,000,000 


mosticating the tuture, that 1s a pretty 


pounds in 1916, while corn, wheat at rar cane crop 
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Of course, building material is high, were harvested in vast quantities 
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The spirit of prosperity 1s everywhere noticeable, an 


. - ‘ . ‘ 
judging trom the contented femeanor ofr pbusiness men 


ot all kinds, there 1s going to be a continuance of profit- 


able industrial activity in this section of the country. 


| Washington | 

















Our Seattle Correspondent:— During the first 11 months 


of the year, now practically gone, from January 1st 

~ ~ ’ 7 7 . ¢ 
December lst, i.vot DuUrdine pe rmits were issued 1] 

‘ - . ’ ‘ - _- in . 

Seattle, with an estimated vaiue of Si SoU 309 Parag or thre 
same period of time in 1915 there were 7,879 permits 
, 7 7. ith » «| . , - _= <¢j* - ’ 
Ssucd With a Vaile OT Po,SbHbo 00 During the first 11 


months of 1916 there were re! ps | plu mbing per its issue: 
as compared with 3,007 during the same months of 1915 
The above figures show that there were more buildin 
permits issued during 1916 and that there were mor 
plumbing permits during: 1915, also, that the estimate 
value of building in 1916 was considerably greater than it 
1915. 

Building authorities point with pride to Seattle’s or wth. 
They will tell you that the growth is normal and that 
the city is not a “boomer.” Still, I have the Master 
Plumbers’ word to the effect that they “deleted the word 
profit from their dictionaries several years ago.” With 
but few exceptions they refer n 


e to the happy, prosperous 
season of 1909, the year of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Ex- 
position in Seattle. During that year there were 14.884 
permits issued for buildings, with an estimated value of 
$19,044,335. Others, who prefer to let the dead past be 
buried, will bring forth figures for 1914 when 9,104 per- 
mits were issued with a value of $12,664,970. 

Regardless of the statistics and the facts and ficures. 
Seattle men of the trade have just completed a very busy 
season and still do not have to worry about how they are 
going to spend their money. Two reasons are advanced 
in answer to the query. “Why?’—Competition and high 
price of materials. 

Herewith are given a few of the opinions of the largest 
establishments in the city. They were selected more or 
less at random in order that a representative idea of con- 
ditions might be obtained: 

Sullivan Bros., 518 Olive Street: “We did not do as 
big a business as last year. Prices, however, were slightly 
better. Prospects for 1917 are good. We believe price of 
materials will come down and prices for labor go up. 
Prohibition in the state and city, which has been given 
practically a year’s trial, hit us pretty hard. We did lots 
of work for the saloon and allied interests when the city 
was wet.” 

Buchmann Hardware & Plumbing Co., 419 Denny Way: 
“Business with us, during the past year, was good: far 
better than last. We find that people have more money 
to spend and are willing to spend it. Prohibition had a 
lot to do with it. The excessive competition which we 
have had to deal with, naturally, has kept prices Jown. 
Prices on material will stay up as long as shells are made 
of steel and as long as the nations of Europe exchange 
these metal remembrances.” 

Ernst Hardware & Phanbing Co., Inc., 514 Pike Street 
“Prohibition turned the trick. Every one has monev and 
is anxious to pay his bills. In Seattle we have laboring 
men who labor and this goes double for the master p!um- 
bers. We are winding up a busy season and will be able 
to put a few dollars aside for returns on our investmeut 
Prices are not what they should be, but they are getting 
better. We look torward to a prosperous year in 1917.” 
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Rautman Plumbing & Heating Co., 11s Wi 
6 1] ] _ } ‘ . 
We did a lot ot bie work during the past yea 
: 1 . » ! ‘ 
not making much noise about profit Plumb ind 


heating and prolits in Seattle, at any rate, were divorces 


several years ago and, apparel itv, there is but little chance 


for reconcilation Qur biggest 1ob tor the entire ve 
was the heatine and vacuum contract in the frederick &A 


Nelson Building. This job ran about $70,000 and was on 
of the largest, if not the largest let in the Northwest dut 
ing the past year. All we got out of the job was ple 

of work and worry. The reward tor out 


colle ted elsew here.” 


fh aera 
| Wisconsin. 


W. J. Frost, President and Treasurer of the Frost Man 
ufacturing Co., Manufacturers of Plumbers’ Brass Goods, 
Kenosha, Wis. [It would hardly be a tair compariso ! 























state how much in excess of 1915 our 1916 busines Vill 
run, inasmuch as 1915 was an exceptionally | 


far as we were conc rned. We might Say, however that 
1G16 will be about 30 per ce if i excess of our pt 

? ie 
high mark in volume of sales, and, so tar as we are able 
to judge, 1917 promises to be very satistacto! fy 

: : - ot Tae ly } sata4 sat +} ; | 1 
opinion, there 1s absolutely no doubt about thi rst ha 
of the year, and unless there ts a radical change in sent 
ment between now and July 1, the last hal t the ' 


should be equally good. 

Walter J. Kohler, President of Kohler Co., Manufac- 
turers of Porcelain Enameled Sanitary Ware, Kohler, 
Wis.—Puilding permits, so far this year, indicate that tl 


building of 1916 will be about 30 per cent more than the ; 
previous year. This does not represent the actual increa x 
is a part of this is due to higher prices While certan 
of the staple building materials, like lumbet | 
have advanced, the increases have not been in pt 

to the advances on materials affected by the metal price 

Building. in dollars and cents, will, in my opinior 

higher in 1917 than in 1916, due largely, however, to th 

increased costs, but the actual new building will not be 





much creater. 
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Hammond - Byrd Iron Company 





Cast [Iron Water Pipe 
Gas Pipe and Soil Pipe 


General Offices BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


BRANCH OFFICES: 
Chicago, III. New York, N. Y. 
San Francisco, Cal. Dallas, Tex 
Portland, Ore. Kansas City, Mo. 


Havana, Cuba. 
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aw Don't Waste Time Comparing 
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LOOK FOR 
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THE NAME “NATIONAL” PIPE. 


NATIONAL TUBE COMPANY, General Sales Offices: Pittsburgh, Pa. 


District Sales Offices in larger Cities 




















A HOT SUBJECT 


Traps that are dependablie,—you want 
that kind, of course, don't you? Some- 
thing to keep the home clean and the 
office wholesome and the laboratory 
right 


That is what the Clean Sweep Trap 
does 


They are made to resist chemical ac- 
tion, fit anything, anywhere, anyhow. 


Lasts longer than drawa, better than 
drawn. 


Very much up-to-date. 


DETROIT SANITARY SUPPLY CO. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS 
Second Ave. & Antoinette St. - - DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


V&K Pumps 


FOR DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLY 


Water Motor Pumps-Ecectric Motor Pumps 
SUPPLYING Rain Water For Every HouseHoLo Use 


SOLD BY ALL JOBBERS IN PLUMBERS SUPPLIES 
lel 1-7 #1201, 2°) 4.1.4 2 A Ane ee, 


THE VAILE-KIMES CO. 
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promise at 1s 

in looking 

olume. of 
nd never sini 

ration were prices on 
level as al presen! 
steel capacity under cor 
idditions under way f: 
Independent steel con 


open-hearth furnaces wit 


5,000 tons ot ingots, while th: 


new turnaces re] 
total ot $.°H5 OOO 
| 


tne question wa 


Ove 


apacityv. To! 
not only tor 
I9IS at pri 
eoINNinge « 
States during the ° 
were al the oreatest 
nanutacturers of shells pro 
at all times during the 
Rails for export to France, Russia and England 
ld in large quantities, and every branch of th 


were sold 
ustry Was 1 at full capacity to supply the ever 

both foreign and domestic buyers 

\t the beginning the buying of equipment by 
the railroads in 
tively small scale but as the year advanced railroads 


States was on a compara 


placed huge orders tor rails and locomotives and were 
so anxious to have their orders placed that advances in 
the price were made many times. During the year an 
unprecedented demand for American built ships devel 
oped, filling the sea coast yards with enough work to 
keep them employed at full capacity for from three to 
five years [In addition to merchant work there are in 
private shipyards more than 100 government vessels 
under construction, while the government navy yards are 
building vessels aggregating 180,000 tons displacement 
With all of this apparent prosperity for the producers 
there have been liberal increases in the wages of the 
men engaged in getting out the work. The surprising 
annotnncement of Germany’s peace proposal produced n 
traceable effect in the steel market. For months con 
tracts between American steel manutacturers and the 
\llies have been drawn so as to guard against an abrupt 
falling off in the demand for war purposes, it being 
stipulated in some contracts that if shell steel is not 
specified the buyer must take commercial steel in some 

form, as rails, plates or shapes. 
The developments in the pig iron market during the 
en 


vear closing have been of an extraordinary nature. The 


increase in capacity has not been sufficient to keep pace 
with the demand and prices have advanced beyond th: 
wildest dream. At the beginning of the year No. 1X 
Northern Foundry at New York sold for from $17 t 
$18 a ton while at the close of the year the same grad: 
is quoted at $30. Pig iron was being turned out at th: 
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rate of 38,800,000 tons a year in January. This included 
charcoal iron. There were 294 furnaces in blast which 
were being driven to the utmost. New capacity is being 
planned by the Bethlehem Steel Co. and others, and the 
output is expected to aggregate 44,000,000 in 1918. Onl 
a small percentage of the new blast furnace construction 
is destined to increase the supply of merchant iron, al 
most all of it being matted with steel works erection 
The fiscal year ended June 30, 1916, and made a record 
for exports of both iron and steel. The total shipments 
of iron and steel products on a basis of value rose fully 
180 per cent over the previous year Tonnage com 
modities for the year exceeded by 143 per cent the fig 
ures of 1915. For the year the total was $621,209,547 as 
compared with $225,888,358 in 1915. The total exports 
expressed in gross tons were 4,862,154 against 2,003,798 
tons in 1915. That there should be any abatement in the 
demand for steel products or for the pig iron to manu- 
facture such products is not looked for in the near fu 
ture. Conditions in Europe are such that though the war 
should, suddenly cease, there is bound to be a steady de- 
mand for steel products to replace the waste that 1s 
going on steadily. The program of the United States 
Government requires large tonnages of steel to compl) 
with requirements and shipbuilding, which together with 
the necessities of the railroads, will no doubt keep the 
mills and furnaces busy for months to come. 


Copper. 

The situation in copper at the beginning of the pres 
ent year was a mixed one. The market was strong for 
both electrolytic and Lake at 22.87! cents cash with a 
scarcity of Lake, but prices began to rise almost tmme- 
diately because of the increased demand both foreign 
and domestic. Production has been on a very large scale 
all year. The principal event, however, in copper during 
the entire year was the placing of the large order by the 
Entente Allies for 448,000,600 pounds at a price of about 
27 cents. This stimulated the market and prices have 
ruled higher ever since the placing of the order in Sep- 
tember. France also bought an additional 100,000,000 
pounds one month after the huge purchase by the Allies 
By December the market got back to a more normal 
basis, although producers and sellers were so heavily 
booked that they were extremely independent. The rul- 
ing price for electrolytic at the close of the year was 34 
cents. The high prices and unusual conditions as_ the 
year is closing combine to cause nervousness among the 
trade, and sellers seem to expect still higher prices. There 
was an unsatisfied demand which ordinarily would not 
be regarded as large, although it looms up big, in view 
of the small supplies. 

Lead. 

The opening of the year 1916 found the lead market in 
a strong position, due largely to the heavy buying by 
the Russian Government, both directly and through 
agents, with a good demand from domestic consumers. 
The going price was 5.40 cents. Early in the year the 
announced intention of the British Government to con- 
trol the buying and selling of lead caused uneasiness 
temporarily. The demand from abroad continued through 
out the greater part of the year and prices were ad- 
vanced steadily. In March, Russia and Japan were very 
large buyers, and some sellers refused to sell for ex- 
port on the ground that it was their duty to take care 
of domestic consumers. In August a very heavy demand 
set in from all sides and prices advanced to 6.50 cents. 
The situation in lead as the year closes is more interest- 
ing than any other metal. The American Smelting & Re- 
fining Co. did not advance its official quotation of 7 cents, 
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flere’s A Little Magazine 
That Puts Dollars Into Your Pocket 





v4 It te Ils vou about the tast-growine de- 
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what others are | the 
demand: what you can -« 

Don’t wait until ve titors vet 
1 Start. Now is the tim et into the 

game Send tor this little mava7ine 
THE WATER BOY it's EREI and learn 
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waukee Air Power WW stem 
MILWAUKEE AIR POWER PUMP CO. 


832 Third Street, MILWAUKEE, WIS. 



































In Demand Everywhere 
There is an unlimited market for 
e * 

—the chemical compound that 
Cleans closet bowls the sanitary 
way. 

No fumes, odor or dirt 

No scrubbing Shake a little 
K. K. into closet bowl! and flush. 

temoves all stains from porcelain 
bowls, traps and urinals 

Kivery plumber should carry K. K 
to supply his trade. Good profit 

Order now from your jobber 

Manufactured by 
The Chamberlain Company 
Manufacturing Chemists Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Use “‘DESOLVO” for clearing clogged Pipes 
: Works like magic. Ask your jobber. 
% aw 





NO ROOF IS SUPERIOR 
TO ITS FLANGE 


Therefore, some 
PLUMBER 1s the 
father of every leaky 
roof, 


The Bullard 
Roof Flange 


is acknowledged as the 
only PERFECT 
FLANGE by busy 
men who have made 
satisfying installa- 
tions. 


THE BULLARD SPECIALTY COMPANY, Tiffin, O. 


























Detroit Valve 
and Fittings Co. 
Manufacturers of 
Malleable Iron Fittings and 
Drainage Fittings. 
Special Malleable and Grey Iron 
Castings. 


DET ROIT, MICHIGAN 


Write for Catalogue 
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A Guaranteed Line 


MANUFACTURED BY 


NATIONAL STEEL TANK & MFG. CoO., 
BRADFORD, ILLINOIS 

















Use Products 


manufactured by 


RAYMOND LEAD CO. 
735 South Washtenaw Ave. 


lf Your JOBBER Cannot Supply 
You With Our Goods, Send 
Your Orders To Us Direct 


























Can’t Leak 


r¢ VOour ¢ sTromers 


ee? ; 
satistaction in 


Syracuse Packless Valves 


. ate? (i? Sfteary radiators 


hard usage Will last 


L's a 24 weet’s Index. 
Write for new catalogue. 


Lela ee | 


Syracuse Faucet & Valve Co. 
107 North Franklin St., Syracuse, N. Y. 
220-224 West 42nd St., New York 




















OR lasting quality and true capacity 
use “KOVEN” Pure Iron, Double 
Row Riveted, Galvanized Range Boil- 
ers, or NACO Galvanized Range Boil- 
ers made of open hearth steel. These 
boilers may be bought of jobbers every- 
where. 


L.O. KOVEN & BRO. 
50 CLIFF STREET NEW YORK 




















\Vew York and 6.924 cents. St Lous, but at the Salt 


time it took orders tor January delivery at 7.15 cents, New 
york. The demand was good, but a scarcity of lead re- 
ricted sales 
Tin. 
The year 1916 opened with but little demand for tin 
(ustomers showed little interest and business was _ ren- 


dered practically impossible by the delays in transatlantn 


, 
; 


mmunication. The price was 3734 cents a pound. By 

he close ot January arrivals were in generous propor 

is, but consumers realized the uncertainty of the sup 

and bought turther ahead than had been their cus 

Prices fluctuated, but generally closed higher each 

until in December the quotation was 45 cents, but 

March as high as 56 cents. The attitude of the 

British Government regarding the issuance of shipping 

lheenses from London and Straits made brokers feel in 

secure most of the year. The year 1s closing with a 

downward trend in prices, caused by pressure to sell in 
pired by a desire to take profits 

Spelter. 

Spelter is the only metal featured in these columns that 
is selling for less than it did a year ago. In December 
last year it was sold at 15'4 cents, while at the present 
time the selling price is 11 cents to 12 cents. The spot 
demand a year ago was very strong for spelter, caused by 
shortage at New England mills whose shipments from 
the West were tied up by the freight embargo on the 
railroads, especially the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford. Floods in the Joplin district interfered seriously 
with production in February, causing a slight advance in 
prices \t the end of the year spelter was being bought 
further into the future than is usual and some sales were 
made as far forward as October, 1917. It was pointed 
out that the buying of spelter, however, was not propor- 
tionate to the activity that prevailed in copper and there 
seems to be no explanation 


THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF BRASS MANUFACTURERS. 
The National Association of Brass Manufacturers held 

its thirtieth annual meeting at the Hotel Astor, New York 

City, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, December 

2th, 13th and 14th. The officers were in accord in pro- 

nouncjng it the most successful and enthusiastic gathering 
in the history of the organization. 

The two first days of the meeting were given over to 
conferences by the several branches or sub-organizations 
and the trustees. 

The general convention was held on Thursday. Among 
the important matters which came before the meeting was 
that of the standardization of goods and the elimination 
of light weight or junior pattern grades. After thoroughly 
discussing the matter it was decided that the association 
he placed on record as lending its efforts toward elevating 
the standard of goods, and in order to unify all makes of 
staple goods a committee was appointed, consisting of 
ke I. Niedecken, Milwaukee: J. A. K oblitz, Cleveland: 
(. S$. Johnson, Waukegan; W. H. Wassweyler, Milwau- 
kee. and A. I. Fisher, of Cleveland. This committee will 
act on the advice of the Federal Trade Commission, and 
will call for samples, weights, and make a report on same 
at the next meeting of the association. 

In this connection another committee was appointed 
to go into the matter of costs and make recommendations 
at the next meeting. This latter committee is composed otf 
\dolph Mueller, of Decatur, Ill; H. N. Gillett, of Pitts- 
burgh, and C. J. Hall, of Detroit. It was ordered that a 
chart on freight equalization be prepared, which Commis- 
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sioner Wilham M. Webster will present at the next meet- 
ing. 

[In accordance with another resolution, beginning Janu 
ary Ist, all bath cocks will be furnished without jewel 
cup and hose spray connection, except upon order and at 
an additional cost. 

The association also asked Commissioner Webster to 
have prepared an emblem or insignia for the association 

By action of the association Mr. Webster is also 
charged with the preparation of a standard uniform ae 
ceptance blank for orders, making an order placed in the 
bona fide way an absolute agreement and not subject to 
cancellation. 

\ction was taken accepting membership in the Cham 
ber otf Commerce of the U. S. of A. In this connection 
\dolph Mueller, the retiring president, was appointed 
councillor, and C. C. Hale, of New Haven. delegate 

Election of Officers. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 

President, C. H. Downs, of Springfield, Mass 

lirst vice-president, H. W. Wolff, Chicago. 

Second vice-president, E. Rickersberg, Cleveland 

Board of Trustees: C. H. Downs, H. W. Wolff, f 
Rickersberg, Harry Speakman, Wilmington, Del.; Adolph 
Mueller, Decatur, Ill: H. N. Gillett, Pittsburgh: W. H. 
Wassweyler, Milwaukee; L. D. Lawnin, St. Louts, and 
A. I. Fisher, Cleveland. 

Delegates to Confederated Supply Associations LS 
Hills, Haydenville, Mass., Eastern representative; and H 
N. Gillett, Pittsburgh, Western representative 

The next meeting of the association will be held in 
(Chicago, on March 21 and 22, 1917. 

On Thursday evening the member. of the association 
brought their activities in New York to a close with a 
banquet at the Astor, when A. S. Hills, ©. C. Hale and 
(. H. Downs proved themselves a splendid banquet com 
mittee. Nothing was lacking to make it an enjoyable 
vathering. Cabaret attractions followed each course and 
the spirit of the evening rose to the nth power. But 
there was also a serious keynote struck in Retiring Presi 
dent Adolph Mueller’s address on “Associations.” 

Other speakers followed, including Loyal S. Wright, of 
New York City, who addressed the gathering on “The 
Salesman, The Product, The Customer, The Sale.” I. J 
Torrance, vice-president of the Standard Sanitary Mfg. 
Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa., spoke on “Organization.” Presi 
dent ©C. H. Downs also addressed those present on the 
“Association in General.” 

Handsome bronze paper cutters were distributed as 


souvenirs, 


—» 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE BOARD OF MANU- 
FACTURERS TO BE FORMED. 








The formation of a national organization of manufac 
turers of plumbing and heating supplies, which was sug 
gested by Commissioner Webster, of the National Asso 
ciation of Brass Manufacturers, at the association’s meet 
ing at Atlantic City, last summer, was taken up at a 
conference called for the purposes, by Mr. Webster, upon 
authority vested in him at that time, at the Hotel Astor, 
New York City, on Friday, December 15th. 

The conclusion reached at this meeting was that it 
will be wise for the commissioners and secretaries of 
the various organizations interested to organize and form 
themselves into a permanent national conference board 
as a clearing house for the quick transmission of such 
matters as may be referred to them from their various 
associations. The board will take in all lines of goods 
made, sold and used in the plumbing and heating in- 
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Greetings to Our Esteemed Friends: 


Compound Injector & Specialty Co. 
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Dehn’s Sanitary Safeguards 


419-421D. N. Laramie Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 
Long Distance Telephones Austin 543.545 
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THE HOFFMAN 
HEATER CO. 


LORAIN - - OHIO 
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dustry A meeting of such secretaries will likely b: 


W. A. R. held in Cleveland or Pittsburgh in the near future. 


: : : _ It was also concluded < » New York meeting, at 
Automatic Air Valves Floor and Ceiling Plates vas also concluded at the New ‘ g, a 


Standard of Perfection 
Write for Descriptive Matter 
—. ss Bee eb & 4 SS =e aS 
63 W. 37th Street New York City 


which manufacturers in different branches of the industry 
were present, that the name of the new body will b: 
the National Conference Board of Manufacturers of 





Plumbing and Heating Goods 
THE DECEMBER MEETING OF THE EASTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER. 


— “ —~ 
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\t the regular monthly meeting of the Eastern Pennsyl 






vania Chapter of the American Society of Heating and 
Ventilating Engineers, held in Philadelphia, on Thurs- 


day. December 14th. S. A. Tellett addressed the mem 


The Mouat Graduating Vapor System offers your 
ts a system that operates more quickly than any 


ifte r the lary pers are opened in the 


eereenree: imag S 
~~ 
. 











nie y Lye , wy | start ty etre ilate through the 

at about 212 ae ‘<rees temperature and the effect , Tis & ) ° ° > : 

—iiahahe anne ers on The Relationship Between the Engineer and 
r book! : His Client.” “The engineer,” he said, “should be care 
THE MOUAT SQUIRES CO. le ; he | : —e ‘Rape 

1240 W. 4th St., Cleveland, O. vopevanqansaeetin) | to look after the business side of his protession so 


that economies to be attained by refinements of ap 





iratus are real economies.” 


A Quiet Pump in Your Home "The meeting also discussed methods of engineering 

















can keep Pump noise out of education in the line. From remarks on this subject it 

Makes your h, me by keep ng out the kind may be expected that a class in Philadelphia, similar to 
No of a Pump that makes a noise the Fuller class in New York, will be formed. This 
Noise The am J. Roberts _ was also the chapter's “pipe” night. Each member re- 
Dayton, Ohio, U. S. A. ceived one of Jas. A. Donnelly’s under-feed pipes, and 

along with these, serviceable kid pouches were distributed 

through the foresight and courtesy of George Boon, 

No. QA Thermostat chairman of the meeting committee. The pouches bea 

the Society’s emblem set in a keystone. The idea was 

ERT S| The standard for 30-40 Mr. Boon’s and the combination of the emblem and key 

BERT SH gal. boilers, and single coil stone which had not been thought of before, was adopted 

SS NGWOOD _ ~Aeygesie ae “ae as the official emblem of the chapter. A reminder an- 





nouncement was made regarding the annual meeting of 


We Make All Sizes the parent society, to be held in New York next month. 


CENTRAL FOUNDRY CO’S ANNUAL BANQUET. 


—— 








The Central Foundry Co., of New York City, tendered 
its seventh annual dinner to its sales force on Saturday 
evening, December 9th. The party was held in the ball 
room of the Hotel Knickerbocker and was the largest 
attended thus far. Among the seventy-nine present were 
representatives from the company’s plants at Holt, Ala.; 
Anniston, Ala.; Bessemer, Ala.; Baltimore, Md.; Lans- 
dale, Pa.: Medina, N. Y., and Newark, N. J., as well as 
from the Chicago office 

Fach member was presented with a handsome silver 
pencil as a souvenir of the occasion, and the evening 
was very much enlivened by a cabaret show. Joseph 
]. Crotty, who represents the company at Boston, Mass., 


presided as toastmaster of the evening. 


Tank Thermostat 


The CRANDON Tank Type Ther- 
mostat is applied to the outside of tank 
or boiler and is designed for domestic 
as well as industrial uses. Installation 
very simple. Furnished with gravity, 
spring, or electric motor. 


Write for booklet today 


CRANDON MFG. CO. 


PORTLAND, ME. 








For Hot Water and 
Steam Boilers 


Most Efficient and Economical 


Not necessary to remove vrates rests 
on vrate. Can be installed in shorter 


time than any other burner. 


Send for Bulletin 





The Franklin Company 


Canton, Ohio 


QAMZACH OPM Z=CALZPAN 
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January 16 and 17, 1917.—The twenty-ninth annual con 
vention of the Iowa Master Plumbers’ Association, at Des 


Moines, [owa, with headquarters at the Savery Hotel, the 
convention to be held in the Chamber of Commerce Salon. 

January 16, 17 and 18, 1917.—The twenty-third annual 
meeting of the American Society of Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Engineers, in New York City, at the Society head- 
quarters, 29 West Thirty-ninth Street. 

January 23, 24 and 25, 1917.—The twenty-fifth annual 
convention of the [llinois Master Plumbers’ Association, 
at East St. Louis, Ill, with headquarters at Hotel Illmo 

March 5, 6 and 7, 1917.—The twenty-second annual con- 
vention of the Indiana Society of Sanitary Engineers, at 
Logansport, Ind. 

May 9 and 10, 1917.—-The annual convention of the Na- 
tional Pipe and Supplies Association, in Philadelphia, with 
headquarters at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. 

June 12-15, 1917.—The Ninth Annual Convention of the 
National District Heating Association at Detroit, Mich., 
with headquarters at Hotel Pontchartrain. 
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PRP RES LINE 
Andrew B. Nelson. 

\ndrew B. Nelson, general manager of Ford’s Por 
celain Works, of Perth Amboy, N, | died Sunday morn 
ing, December 10th, at his home in Fords, N. J., after 
several months’ illness. He was in his forty-fifth year 
and had managed the lord’s plant since its establishment 
ten years ago. His widow and a young son survive him. 

Edmund B. Weston. 

Kdmund B. Weston, president of the Jewell Export 
lilter Co., of Providence, R. I., died at the Des Brisay 
Hospital, in Boston, on Saturday evening, December 
9th, in his 67th year. Mr. Weston was the author of 
“Friction of Water in Pipes,” and he was a widely known 
hydraulic engineer. 

William E. Sherriffs. 

William E. Sherriffs, inspector of plumbing of the town 
of Hull, Mass., formerly a Boston plumbing contractor, 
died at his winter home at Lantana, Fla., on November 
28th. Mr. Sherriffs had served his home town of Hull 
as school committeeman and park commissioner and 
was well known throughout the South Shore district. He 
was an extensive property owner in Hull 

George E. Newton. 


(,eorge io Newton, a well-known master plumber oO}! 


“A 


Waterloo, Iowa, met an untimely death on ‘Thursday 
morning, December 14th, when his motor truck turned 
turtle on Kimball Avenue in that city. Mr. Newton 
was pinned under the machine and his neck was broken 
A broken spring on the front axle of the truck is believed 
to have caused the accident. Mr. Newton had been en 
gaged in the plumbing business in Waterloo since 1907 
and he was one of the leading members of the Waterloo 
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PIERCE 


DOWN DRAFT HEATING BOILERS 


For Steam, Water, Vapor, Vacuum, Heating 
Six Points of Superiority. 

Magazine Feed. 

Down Draft. 

Smoke Consuming. 

25% Fuel Expense Saved. 

50% Less Attention Required 

All Cast Iron. 


Manufactured only by 


PIERCE, BUTLER & PIERCE MANUFACTURING CORP. 


arr wns 














Brooklyn NEW YORK Philadelphia 

Boston Baltimore 

Worcester Syracuse Washington 
———— The American 


f - = Closet 

| oe ” eee 

B eo is the latest achieve- 
> ee ment in practicabil- 
E ign , ity. In a class by 
itself for simplicity, 
economy and durabil- 
ity. 

Nothing in Tank but 
Air and Water. 
Write us today and 
find out all about it. 


American Valve & 

















Tank Co. 
INDIANAPOLIS, U.S.A 














Little Giant Expansion Screw Sleeve 








Expansion begin at first turn of screw, ond 
even and uniform entire length of sleeve. 
Does not require pipe sleeve or wedge nut. 
rite for prices. 


STANNARD MFG. CO. —_ Springfield, Mass. 

















Smith’s Jointless Hot Water Attachments 
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Heaters 
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Charles Smith Company 


Lake and Dearborn Streets Chicago 
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IN THE WINTER THERE ARE MANY 





No 2? Torch 
List price, 


cach, 88.00 Clayton & Lambert Mfg. Co. 


Driscount 
Detroit, Mich., U. S.A. 




















Your Metal Problems Solved 


—— We are supplying some of the 
most prosperous Brass Goods 
Manufacturers with our 


Yellow and Red Brass 
(H.1.M.) Ingot Metal 


Wi! y not join them 7 


Write for information = and 


Hartman Ingot Metal Co. 
2511 to 2525 W. 21st St. Chicago 



































Nico Boilers 
Federal Radiators 


Tank Heaters 
Write for Catalog 
PANN VMS S ME LA AVE 
New Castle, Pa. 


Formerly 


The Novelty Iron Co., Canton, O. 


Heating Specialties 





















Results Are What Count 


Mechanics who use DOUBLE BLAST Gase- 
line Fire Pota know that the maximum amount 
of heat can be obtained from the minimum 
amount of fuel, by using a DOUBLE BLAST. 
The letters of the words, “DOUBLE 
BLAST.” aptiy represent many important 
superior points In the construction and opera- 
tion of the DOUBLE BLAST. Read them 


over 






















Ne. 25 
DOUBLE BLAST 
Tinners’ Fire Pet. $7.25 20th and State 


Double Burners 
Odoriess 

U nrivaled 
Biue Flame 
Lasting 
Economical 


your order and 


furnished upon 





Best 
Labor Savers 
Aluminum Bronzed 


Safety 
Time Savers 


Leading jobbers handle them. [If your 
jobber does not handle them, send us 


we will ship direct. Addi- 


‘ional information and circulars will be 


application. 


Double Blast Mfg.Co. 


Sts., North Chicago, Ill. 
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ter Plumbers \ssociation as well as of the local 

t P. Lodya \ week betore his death he celebrated 
7th birthday Ifis tte and tour children surviy 

Samuel W. Barnes. 

muel \W. Barnes, vice-president of the Master Plum) 
\ssociation ot Philadelphia, Pa., died at his home 
city on LThursday, December 14th, in his 76th year. 
i tew days’ illness of pneumonia. The National and 


7 
i 
Vennsylvania Master Plumbers’ associations lose one 


neir most Heltoved members hy his death. and his son. 
Louis Barnes, past-president of the N. A. M. P.. has 


~ TTI) } (i? iis i \ ¥ nal 1} ; , 
ympathy hy many Iriendqds on account oft his loss 


CASH PRIZES FOR PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWING 


DEFECTIVE HOUSE DRAINAGE. 


ne Cast Iron Soil Pipe Makers’ Advertising Associa 


awarded prizes tor photographs submitted 
e most detective material in 
lation, as mentioned in the De 


| 


uber Yth issue of “Domestic Engineering.” The judges 


omted by the association awarded the prizes as fol 


( SHnave,’, lPasadena ( al first prize, £50: | | 


las, De Ridder, La., second prize, $25; W. C. Bevens, 


Been! il hor] 4 ~ - f ‘ . 
ir, Ind., third prize, $15; C. H. Cook, Champaign, 
tint} prize, sit) 


| 


' ‘ . , . . 
all, twelve different locations in the United States 


represented in the contest, and forty-two pictures 














Fig. 1. 


submitted, honorable mention beinw made tor sev- 


collections of examples of service attending the use 


dete ctis ¢ material 


\s samples of the type of pictures received we show 


herewith in Fig. 1 a reproduction of a photograph sent in 


J. Douglas, of De Ridder, La., showing a stack ot 
vitrified pipe with a badly cemented leak at joint 
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December 23. 1916 


DOMENTIC 


| ‘ 


between “Y” branch and water closet connection. the 


lead bend being cemented into a square clay elbow Phe 


dark spot on the “Y’ 
to stop a leak. 
The other illustration, Fig. ® is a reproduction of 


photograph sent in by A. C. Shaver, of Pasadena, Cal 


showing a badly constipated house sewer in that city A 





vitritied pipe was installed in June, 1905, and replaced 
with cast iron pipe 11} September, 1916, the tormer being 
! 


completely clogged with tree roots The new plumbing 


~~ 


' 
sate sgt e148 
Vitrined wprype 


law of that city now prohibits the use ot 
for house sewers. 
Manhattan Master Plumbers’ Ball. 
The annual entertainment and ball ot the Manhattan 
\ssociation of New 


December 


Branch of the Master Plumbers’ 
York City, was held Wednesday 
sth. A light flurry of snow, which seemed to be doing 


evening, 


its best, round nine o’clock, to develop into a real old 
fashioned blizzard, had not the slightest effect upon the 


—— 


ie plumbers and_ their 


friends to make the ball a success. and betore eleven 


previous private intentions of t 


Fifty-eighth Street looked as though an automobile con 
vress had struck town, and inside the Lexington Opera 
House the members of the reception committee were 
vreeting the invaders by the hundreds 

A prograin of seven numbers supplhied entertainment 
in variety until midnight, when the grand entree, with 
State President Thomas F. Nolan and Mrs. Nolan, of 


t the 


Albany, in the lead, started the real activities « 
evening. 

Some two score dances and promenades rounded out a 
night of thorough enjoyment for all present, with the 
usual supper party tucked in at the conventional hour 

Sesides State President Nolan, out of town guests 
included R. T. Rock and Mrs. 


(onn., and 2 J. 


Rock, of Bridgeport, 


Doody, president of the Albany Asso 


ciation. The Brooklynites were again there in numbers 
also. 
The box holders were John Reneban, [. Barth, 


Emil Spindler, I. J. Brown, J. H. Jasper, Jarcho Brothers, 
James P. Knight, John Boyd, James S. Lawlor, Herman 
V. Swalm, B. IF. Vineberg, Frank J. kee, Pollack & 
()’Neill, Charles Murphy, the Jobbing Committee, Hemlin 
& Smith, k. J. 


negan, lames McCullagh, |]. L 


Brady, Connolly Brothers, John J. Han 
Murphy, McLaughlin & 
Donovan, Frank B. Lasette, W. G. Cornell ©o.. and Cana- 
van & Deigan 

J. H. Jasper was floor director and |]. L. Murphy headed 
the reception committee. 

The Committee on Arrangements consisted of: Harry 
Murphy, J. H. Jasper, Morris 
Jarcho, B. F. Vineberg, James P 
and Frank B. 


Hemlin, chairman; |]. L. 
Knight, Dave Deigan 


lasette. 


branch shows cloth and paint use: 


eel eecer bones 
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Plate A-100 
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The Chicago Faucet Co. 
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Tight Joints 
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When you put up a Pipe Line with 


REAVER 








EASY-WORKING DIE STOCKS 


vou can feel assured that it will test out without a 
leak 

Write for our new booklet D -2 describing the en 
ire Beaver Line of Die Stocks from % to 12 


THE BORDEN CO., Warren, O. 
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THE THREE ESSENTIALS 
PRICE— QUALITY — SERVICE 


are all combined in 


“DURO” 


—GUARANTEED— 


ELECTRIC HOUSE PUMPS and RESIDENCE 
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS 


Send for bulletins and prices 


“Built on the Square” 
Triplex, Centrifugal, Piston 
Pumps 
Belted, Motor or Engine Driven 


Automatic Pumps and Receivers, | 
Vertical Sump Pumps and Cellar 
Drainers. Water Supply Systems 

















One movement of 
the handy releasing 
—— lever opens the dies. 
RELEASING The adjusting lever 
LEVER instantly adjusts for 

any size the too! 

threads. 

Oster Bulldog Die 
Stock No. 102 


a es 


ADJUSTING 2160 E. 61st Street 
LEVER Cleveland, Ohio 





Representatives Wanted 


421 N. 19th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Please mention “Domestic Engineering” when writing advertisers. 

































